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CRIME AND THE PRESS
JOSEPH

L.

HOLMES'

INTRODUCTION

The following investigation of the effect of newspaper methods
as related to crime and the administration of the law was begun in
1926 and continued throughout a period of two years. The writer
believes that it is a fair portrayal not only of newspaper methods as
practiced in New York City, but also that it is representative of urban
journalism throughout the United States. Some of the papers discussed are members of combines which publish papers in other cities.
All receive news from one or more of the news agencies such as the
Associated Press or the United Press. All publish copy furnished by
newspaper syndicates. Due to the organization of the newsgathering
agencies much of the material discussed here must have appeared in
the papers of other cities. Differences of editing and different methods
of presenting the news would of course result in types of journalism
not so subject to criticism as is that exemplified here.
The writer wishes to express his gratitude to the many friends
who so kindly aided in the gathering of the data. Thanks are also
due to the school authorities who cooperated in the experiment discussed in the section dealing with the effect of motion pictures.
Section I
OPINIONS OF WRITERS ON CRIMINOLOGY

Since the rise of the science of criminology in the middle of the
past century there is no writer of note on the subject who has failed
to comment on the evil influence of the press. The most unmitigated
condemnation comes from the founder of the science and the leader
of the Italian School of Criminology, Cesare Lombroso. With his
name is most often associated the idea of the "born Criminal" and the
theory of the atavistic origin of crime and the criminal. Due in great
part to the criticism of the French criminologists he came to give due
weight to the influence of environmental factors. In his "Crime: Its
'Department of Psychology, Columbia University.
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Causes and Remedies," under the caption "The Press," he writes as
follows:
"Civilization, by favoring the creation and dissemination of newspapers, which are always a chronicle of vices and crimes, and often
are nothing else, has furnished a new cause of crime by inciting criminals to emulation and imitation. It is sad to think that the crime of
Troppmann brought the circulation of Petit Journal up to 500,000 and
that of the Figaro to 210,000, and it was doubtless for this reason that
this crime was imitated almost immediately in Belgium and Italy.
Note the following strange crime. During the absence of the proprietor R. his strong box was forced. His assistant was immediately
arrested and the exact sum taken was found upon him-indeed, the
assistant admitted of his own accord that he had taken the money,
but without evil intent. He had, in fact, without the necessity of
breaking into the safe, much larger sums under his control, and this
with the consent of his employer who had great confidence in him.
He had committed the crime, he said, only in order to try a trick
he had read the day before in the newspaper. His employer, knowing him to be a constant reader of the papers, declared that he accepted
this explanation, and as soon as the assistant had been acquitted, reinstated him in his position. In Paris in 1873 one Grimal decided to
commit a crime to get himself talked of, like certain great criminals
of whose exploits he read in the newspapers. With this aim he committed arson, but notwithstanding his confession his guilt was not
believed. He maltreated his wife with the result that she died, and
avowed himself the cause of her death, but he came out of this affair
also with the verdict of "not guilty." Then it was that the case of
the widow Gras fell under his eye, and in order to imitate it he threw
nitric acid into a friend's face, thereby killing him, and then went about
telling everyone of his crime. The next day he first hastened to read
the account of the murder in the Petit Journal, and immediately afterwards went to give himself up as a prisoner. It was perfectly obvious
that reading criminal tales and various reports in the papers suggested
to him the idea of his crimes."
In another place in discussing the "Influence of Education Upon
Crime" he says, "Finally, all criminals learn, by reading the accounts
of trials, of which they are very fond, to put into practice the arts
of their predecessors." Again, under the caption "Imitation"; "In
1863 and in 1872 hardly had the newspapers begun to speak of the
abandonment of children, than this crime was repeated in Marseilles
8 times in a single day (Despine).

. ..

At Bergamo, a short

8

JOSEPH L. HOLMES

time after the trial of Verzeni, two other cases of the strangling of
women took place; and similar phenomena took place in Paris after
the trials of Philippe, Billoir, and Moyaux, and in Florence after that
of Martinati. At the time of the trial of Roux two servants pretended
that they had been garrotted by their master, after having stolen from
him themselves. The poisoning of LaPommerais was followed by that
of Pritchard."
"This morbid stimulation is increased a hundred fold by the
prodigious increase of really criminal newspapers, which spread abroad
the virus of the most loathsome social plagues, simply for sordid gain,
and excite the morbid appetite and still more morbid curiosity of the
lower social classes. They may be likened to those maggots which,
sprung from putrefaction, increase it by their presence. These newspapers, unfortunately, have in a single Italian city as many as 28,000
readers."
And in connection with the topic "Absurdities and Contradictions
in Criminal Procedure," he says, "Decisions in criminal cases are nothing more than a game of chance, where nothing is certain but the
publicity which leads to new crimes."
These are not the mere opinions of a theorist but they are the
mature judgments of one who gave his life to the scientific study of
the criminal. Although many of his views have had to be abandoned
because of advances in the social and biological sciences, Lombroso
still remains in the field of criminological science, the Master. The
other two great criminologists of the Italian School, Garofalo- and
Ferri, 3 are in agreement with Lombroso in regard to newspaper presentations of crime news. They, like Lombroso, believed that the criminal is born such,- and so think of social influence as acting only on the
criminally disposed. Added weight accrues to their conclusions in
regard to the press in these days when all the evidence points to the
inference that the criminal is made so by society.
Gabriel Tarde, who defends the thesis that crime as well as other
social phenomena can be explained as due to imitation, sees in the great
cities centers from which emanate the vices and crimes of the whole
country.
"Indecent assault upon children," he says in his "Penal Philosophy," "is an essentially urban crime, as is demonstrated by its chart;
in its spread it is seen to form a dark spot around the great cities.
Each variety of murder or theft invented by evil genius is born or
takes root in Paris, Marseilles, Lyons, etc., before becoming wide2
"Criminology,"
3

Little, Brown & Company.
"CriZinal Sociology," Little, Brown & Company.
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spread throughout France. The series of corpses cut to pieces began
in 1876 with the Billoir case and was for a long time confined to
Paris, Toulouse, and Marseilles; but it was carried on in the Departments of Nievre, Loir-et-Cher, and Eure-et-Loir. The feminine idea
of throwing vitriol in the face of a lover is entirely Parisian; it was
the widow of Gras who, in 1875, had the honor of inventing this, or
rather of re-inventing it. But I know of villages where this seed has
born fruit, and the peasant women themselves now try their hand at
the handling of vitriol. In 1881, a young actress, Clotilde J
threw vitriol over her lover at Nice. "When she was asked at what
time she first thought of avenging herself, 'since the day,' she replied,
'when I read in a Parisnewspaper4 an article dealing with the revenge
of women.'-5 And again Tarde quotes from Corre's "Crime et Suicide": "But what more striking example of suggesto-imitative assault
could there be than the series of mutilations of women, begun in the
month of September, 1888, in London, in the Whitechapel district!
Never perhaps has the pernicious influence of general news been more
apparent. The newspapers were filled with the exploits of Jack the
Ripper, and, in less than a year, as many as eight absolutely identical
crimes were committed in various crowded streets of the great city.
This is not all; there followed a repetition of these same deeds outside
of the capital and very soon there was even a spreading of them
abroad. At Southampton attempt to mutilate a child; at Bradford
horrible mutilation of another child; at Hamburg murder accompanied
by disemboweling of a little girl; in the United States disemboweling
of four negroes (Birmingham), disemboweling and mutilation of a
colored woman (Milville); in Honduras disemboweling
etc. The Gouffe case had its almost immediate counterpart in Copenhagen. . . . Infectious epidemics spread with the air or the
wind; epidemics of crime follow the line of the telegraph."
Aschaffenburg in his "Crime and its Repression" says, "The published accounts of trials giving, as is commonly done, the names of
those concerned, spread the name of the convicted person abroad, and
thus n6t only make it more difficult for him to regain his place in
the world, but also injure to a much greater extent his relatives, who
often have much to suffer from this source. Moreover, the description of crimes does not exactly serve to improve morality. I need
only call to mind the Sternberg trial, the details of which formed a
highly undesirable subject for conversation."
4Italics by Tarde.
5
This case Tarde is quoting from "Murder Contagion" by the Frenchman,
Paul Aubry.
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"The curious phenomenon, that certain unusual deeds of horror
generally follow one another at short intervals in different places, may
probably also be traced to the-admittedly unintentional-effect of the
newspaper reports. We are concerned with a phenomenon of pathological nature. A great many of the most infamous sexual crimes are
committed by epileptics in abnormal states. The ideas of the man in
his normal state often, however, play a part when he is in an abnormal
condition; thus, his remembrance of newspaper description of dismembered corpses, ripped open bodies, arson and murder, may turn
the confused destructive fury of the epileptic into dangerous channels.
Weakminded persons, too, especially juveniles, may easily fall victims
to their desire for notoriety, and feel themselves flattered if their
heroic deeds are described in the paper, possibly even their picture
printed in the so-called 'police journals.'"
"It is clear that the press can do a great deal of harm in this way;
also, the knowledge that stabbing, swindling, sexual crimes, take place
daily gradually makes the people apathetic, so that a crime must be
particularly sensational to arouse their indignation."
"It should be the duty of the press to point out to society its
share of guilt in the crime, and so to rouse everyone's conscience that
he realizes what he owes to society at large."
Bonger,6 the Dutch socialist, and an exponent of the economic
interpretation of crime, condemns the press as a tool of the capitalists
and in connection with criminality, he says: "Besides this general
influence upon the public, the press has further a special place in the
etiology of crime, from the fact that most newspapers, in order to
satisfy the morbid curiosity of the public, relate all great crimes in
extenso, give portraits of the victims, etc., and are often one of the
causes of new crimes, by arousing the imitative instinct to be found
in man."
By American students of the problem of the causation of crime,
scant attention has been given to the influence of newspapers. There
has, however, been one investigation made, that by Frances Fenton 7
at the University of Chicago in 1911. She made an analysis of the
content of six different papers for nine days (see her table, p. 39, chapter 2) and gathered information in regard to cases which tended to
6"Crininality and Economic Conditions,' Little, Brown & Company.
7
"The Influence of Newspaper Presentations upon the Growth of Crinzc and
Other Anti-social Activity," The University of Chicago Press (1911). For a
criticism of Fenton's work, "The Effects of News of Crime and Scandal upon
Public Opinion," R. D. Highfil, Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology
(May, 1926).
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support the thesis of criminologists that the publication of crime news
incites to crime.
The above quotations represent the opinions of those who have
had first hand experience with both young and adult offenders. With
perhaps the exception of Healy8 in America who, however, concedes
that a "general lowering of good taste and, perhaps, of moral tone"
may result from reading newspaper stories of crime, the consensus of
opinion is indicated by those quotations.
Section II
How MucH SPACE Do THE PAPERS GIVE TO CRIME NEws

As in most problems of social causation, scientific quantitative
studies have been preceded by a long period of speculation which
has given rise to an extensive literature of opinion. That this is true
of the present problem is seen in the previous chapter. The data
given in the present and following chapters and the interpretation given
to them is an attempt to supersede opinion with facts.
To what extent do the newspapers publish news of crime? To
answer this intelligently, it is first necessary to state what we mean
by crime and secondly, to agree on some unit of measurement of
newspaper space. Writers on criminology have from time to time
attempted to define crime so as to correct the deficiencies of the legal
definition. An excellent definition from the sociologists' point of
view is that of Gillin who defines crime as "an act which is BELIEVED to be socially harmful by a group of people which has the
power to enforce its beliefs."9 However, for the purpose of the present study, the legal definition will be used in determining what is crime
news. For one reason we can state it concretely, it is the layman's
definition of crime and when it is stated that a certain news item is
crime news there can be no divergence of opinion. In determining
whether or not a news story was crime news the decision rested on
whether or not it related an attempt to commit a crime, the commission
of a crime, the pursuit of the criminal, or other relevant activities
of the police or the prosecuting officers, the activities of the offender
or the suspected offender, the action of the grand jury, arrest, hearing,
bailing, or commitment, or trial, sentencing, probationing and prison
career or paroling of an offender. The above includes such newspaper
W"The Ibddizid'iaz Delinquent," Healy (1915). See also "Criminology," Maurice Parmalee (1924).
9
"Criininology and Penology," Gillin (1926), The Century Company.
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copy as editorials relating to particular offenders and policies in regard
to crime in general, and also the sort of writeups that are found in
Sunday magazine sections, other than fiction stories of crime. It
does not include news of scandal, such as divorce cases or breach of
promise to marry, or actions for annulment of marriages, no matter
how vicious their presentation by the newspapers may be. The antisocial effect of such news is of grave concern to the public and may
be fully as detrimental to the public welfare as the publication of
crime news as just described. Such news and its consequences will
be discussed in a later chapter, the present dealing only with crime
news as such.
The amount of crime news was measured in terms of linear inches
of columns including headlines and pictures, and in terms of news
items. The papers chosen for measurement were 12 New York daily
papers for the period of November 8 to December 7 or 8, 1926. Some
of these of course do not issue Sunday editions, and in some few cases
it was not possible to obtain every issue for the above period. Such
omissions are indicated in the tables. Since this was the time during
which there was a sensational trial in progress in a village neighboring
New York, the criticism might be made that the figures are not typical
of the papers in question. In reply to that, it may be said that they
do show what the New York papers do when a good opportunity
offers. However, to offset any such criticism and to take into consideration any differences that may be due to seasonal fluctuations,
the following papers for the periods indicated were read and measured:
the Daily News for June, July and August, 1926, and the New York
World for May, June, July and August, 1926. These were selected
because they were among the few papers available for that period
and because they are typical of two extremes in journalistic methods.
The following 12 tables show the number of items and the amount
of space in linear inches of crime news in the 12 daily papers during
the period mentioned above. Tables 13 to 15 show the per cent of
space given to crime news daily by two morning papers, one a tabloid,
and one an evening paper. These figures were gotten by dividing the
number of inches of crime news space by the total number of inches
of space devoted to news. The number of inches devoted to news
was gotten by measuring all the space given to current events, excluding, of course, the space given to advertisements, fashions, fictions,
sport news, theatrical and literary reviews, radio programs and domestic features.
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An inspection of the first 12 tables shows a considerable variation in number of items from day to day, and a corresponding variation in the amount of space, i. e., there is in the case of most of the
papers a fairly high degree of correlation between the number of
items and the number of inches of space given to crime news. Listed
in order of number of news items beginning with the paper that
published the most items and ending with the one that published the
TABLE 1
N.

Y. JOURNAL

Items
Date
N ov. 8..................................................... 25
Nov. 9 ..................................................... 31
Nov. 10 ..................................................... 18
Nov. 11 ..................................................... 17
Nov. 12 ..................................................... 19
Nov. 13 ..................................................... 20
Nov. 14 ..................................................

Inches
346.75
448.75
347.75
361.25
274.50
357.50

Nov. 15 .................................................... 15

276.75

Nov. 16 ..................................................... 30
N ov. 17 ..................................................... 28

426.50
316.25

Nov. 18 ..................................................... 19

241

22

323.25

Nov. 20 .................................................. .. 16

685.50

Nov.

19 .................................................. ..

.

Nov. 21 ......................................................

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

22 .................................................. 18
23 .................................................. .. 23
24 ..................................................... 18
25......................................................

Nov.

26...............................................2.

Nov. 27 ..................................................... 12
N ov. 28 ......................................................

243.75
367.50
373.75
173.75

Nov. 29 ..................................................2
Nov.

30

22

302.50

Dec.

1 ..................................................... 22

260.50

Dec.

2 ..................................................... 20

200

..........................................

D ec. 3 ...................................................... 15
Dec. 4 ...................................................... 15

266
470.75

5 ...................................................... '
6 .................................................... 13
7 ...................................................... 22
8 ...................................................... 12

26 .
17.75
212.25
114.25

D ec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

519
M edian .................................. .................. 19.50

8,059
289.63

...................................................... 19.96

309.96

M ean

TABLE 2
MORNING

WORLD

Date
Nov. 8 ....................................................
Nov. 9 .................................... ........
Nov. 10 ....................................................

Items
14
21
19

Inches
243.75
610.50
482.75
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Date
Items
N ov. 11 .................................................... 15
N ov. 12 .................................................... 11

N ov.
N ov.
Nov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.

13 ....................................................
14 ....................................................
15 ....................................................
16 ....................................................
17 ....................................................
18 ....................................................
19 ....................................................
20 ....................................................

N ov. 21 ....................................................
N ov. 22 ....................................................

14
11
12
15
15
11
17
11
21
9

N ov. 23 ....................................................
N ov. 24 ....................................................

8
13

N ov. 25 .................................................... 18
N ov. 26 ....................................................

14

N ov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.
D ec.

15
10
5
12
11

27 ....................................................
28 ....................................................
29 ....................................................
30 ....................................................
1 .....................................................

D ec. 2 ..................................................... 14

D ec. 3 ..................................................... 13
D ec.
D ec.
D ec.
Dec.
D ec.

4 ..................................................... 14
5 .....................................................
8
6 .....................................................
8
7 .....................................................
4
8 .....................................................
9

392
M edian .................................................... 13
M ean .....................................................
12.64

Inches
436.75
153
356
352.25
177.50
483.75
338.25
192.25
544.50
325.75
677.50
151
376.25
555.75
396.25
316.75
296
751
129.50
537.50
29215
412
386.75
369
197.75
113.50
58
106.50
10,820.75
352.25
349.05

TABLE 3
MIRROR

Dat e
Items
Nov. 8 .... ......................... °......................... 11
Nov. 9 ..................................................... 19
Nov. 10 ..................................................... 17
Nov. 11 ..................................................... 18
Nov. 12 ..................................................... 16
Nov. 13 ..................................................... 17
Nov. 14 ................................................... ......
Nov. 15 ..................................................... 9
Nov. 16 .....................................................
15
Nov. 17 ..................................................... 15
Nov. 18 ..................................................... 180
Nov. 19..................................................... 18
Nov. 20 ................................................... ..19
Nov. 21 .....................................................
Nov. 22 ..................................................... 9
Nov. 23 ..................................................... 10
Nov. 24 ..................................................... 17
Nov. 25 ..................................................... 13
Nov. 26 ..................................................... 14
Nov. 27 ................ .....................................12
......
Nov. 28 ............................................

Inches
326.50
456.25
493
429
179.50
451.25
375.75
296.75
277.50
514.25
387.25
188.75
290.25
472.50
272.50
274.50
302.50
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Date
10
Nov. 29 .....................................................
20
Nov. 30 .....................................................
14
Dec. 1......................................................
...... 11
Dec. 2 .................... I............................
12
Dec. 3 .......................................................
Dec. 4 ....................................................... 18
......
Dec. 5 ..................................................
5
Dec. 6 ....................................................
9
D ec. 7 ......................................................
12
D ec. 8 ......................................................

Inches
141.25
400.50
255.25
253.75
166.50
429.50
8 0
101
104

380
14
14.10

8,130.25
290.25
301.12

Items
Date
Nov. 8 ..................................................... 11
Nov. 9 ..................................................... 11
15
N ov. 10 .....................................................
12
Nov. 11 .....................................................
8
N ov. 12 .....................................................
18 •
N ov. 13 .....................................................
Nov. 14 ..................................................... 19
14
N ov. 15 .....................................................
8
Nov. 16 .....................................................
14
N ov. 17 .....................................................
25
Nov. 18 .....................................................
17
N ov. 19 .....................................................
16
Nov. 20 .....................................................
17.
N ov. 21 .....................................................
14
Nov. 22 .....................................................
Nov. 23 ..................................................... 16
22
Nov. 24 .....................................................
16
Nov. 25 .....................................................
N ov. 26 ..................................................... 15
N ov. 27 ..................................................... 15
N ov. 28 ..................................................... 5
6
Nov. 29 .....................................................
10
Nov. 30 .....................................................
17
D ec. 1 ......................................................
10
Dec. 2 ......................................................
9
D ec. 3 ......................................................
31
D ec. 4 ......................................................
29
D ec. 5..,....................................................
10
Dec. 6 ......................................................
18
D ec. 7......................................................
10
D ec. 8 ......................................................

Inches
255.25
303.75
380
360.75
119
336.50
214
186.75
381.50
273
254
508
473.50
726.50
159.75
400.50
519.25
306.50
128
813
73
138.50
413.50
328.25
257.75
243
692.50
420.50
49.75
120
89.50

461
...... 15
Median ..... ..............
M ean ...................................................... 14.87

9,925.7.
303.75
320.20

M edian .....................................................
M ean ......................................................
TABLE 4
AMERIcAN
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TABLE 5
DAILY NEWS

Date
Items
Nov. 8 .....................................................
13
N ov. 9 .....................................................
20
Nov. 10 .....................................................
22
N ov. 11 .....................................................
17
Nov. 12 .....................................................
24
N ov. 13 ..................................................... 16
Nov. 14 .....................................................
15
Nov. 15 .....................................................
18
N ov. 16 .....................................................
15
Nov. 17 .....................................................
23
Nov. 18 .....................................................
12
N ov. 19 .....................................................
27
N ov. 20 .....................................................
15
Nov. 21 .....................................................
25
N ov. 22 .....................................................
13
Nov. 23 .....................................................
15
N ov. 24 .....................................................
10
Nov. 25 .....................................................
25
Nov. 26 .....................................................
13
N ov. 27 .....................................................
15
Nov. 28 .....................................................
21
N ov. 29 .....................................................
20
N ov. 30 .....................................................
25
D ec. 1......................................................
23
D ec. 2 ....................................................... 18
Dec. 3 ......................................................
17
D ec. 4 ....................................................... 23
D ec. 5 ......................................................
21
D ec. 6 ......................................................
7
Dec. 7 ......................................................
20
D ec. 8 ......................................................
38
M edian .....................................................
M ean ......................................................

586

18
18.9

Inches
291.75
511.25
415.75
428.25
216.75
318
413.75
258.50
369.25
342.75
264.25
876.75
241.
404.25
236
296
440.50
337.75
264.50
292
336.75
215.50
510.50
288.25
289.75
276.50
375.25
419
72
126.25
268.75
10,397.50

296
335.40

TABLE 6
EVENING GRAPHIC

Date
Items
N ov. 8 ...................................................... 27
N ov. 9 ...................................................... 27
Nov. 10 ......................................................
25
Nov. 11 ......................................................
14
N ov. 12 ......................................................
16
N ov. 13 ...................................................... 15
Nov. 14 ......................................................
Nov. 15 .....................................................
12
Nov. 16 ......................................................
15
N ov. 17 ......................................................
14
Nov. 18 ......................................................
15
Nov. 19 ......................................................
17
Nov. 20 ......................................................
10
Nov. 21 .....................................................

N ov. 22 ......................................................
Nov. 23 ......................................................

Inches
386.25
434.25
340.75
295.25
208.75
310.50
191.50
291.75
221.75
253.75
318.75
204.50
.

1.
22

323.50
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Itelm
Date
11
Nov. 24 ......................................................
Nov. 25.: .................................................
17
Nov. 26 ......................................................
16
Nov. 27 .....................................................
Nov. 28 ......................................................
14
Nov. 29 ......................................................
Nov. 30 ...................................................... 25
17
Dec. 1 .......................................................
16
Dec. 2 ........................................................
13
Dec. 3 .......................................................
25
Dec. 4 .......................................................
Dec. 5 ......................................................
9
Dec. 6...
..............................................
7
Dec. 7 .......................................................
13
Dec. 8 .......................................................
421
M edian ...................................................... 15
16.2
M ean .......................................................

Inches
367.25
361.25
220.25
152.75
363
247.75
298.25
198
429
60.50
94
6,873.50
272.75
264.36

TABLE 7
SUN
Items
Inches
Date
17
179.25
............................................
Nov. 8
205.25
Nov. 9 ........................................................ 19
147.75
13
Nov. 10 ........................................................
112.75
Nov. 11 ............................................. ;.......... 12
192.50
12
Nov. 12 ........................................................
93
9
Nov. 13 ........................................................
Nov. 14 .........................................................
99.25
Nov. 15 ........................................................ 10
150.50
19
Nov. 16 ........................................................
12
129.25
Nov. 17........................................................
128.75
Nov. 18 ........................................................ 15
160.75
Nov. 19 ......................................................... 17
10
10725
Nov. 20 ........................................................
Nov. 21 .........................................................
17
140.25
Nov. 22 ........................................................
7
131
Nov. 23 ........................................................
12
166
Nov. 24 ........................................................
Nov. 25 .........................................................
16
188.75
Nov. 26 ........................................................
11
102.75
Nov. 27 ........................................................
Nov. 28 .........................................................
167.50
Nov. 29 ........................................................ 18
16
149.75
Nov. 30 ........................................................
6
61.50
Dec. 1.........................................................
10
112
D ec. 2 .........................................................
16
172
D ec. 3 .........................................................
12
172.75
D ec. 4 .........................................................
...
D ec. 5 .......................................................
9825
12
Dec. 6 .........................................................
147.75
Dec. 7 ......................................................... 17
4
32.75
Dec. 8 .........................................................
Median ........................................................
Mean .........................................................

339
12
13

3,549.25
144
136.51
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TABLE 8
HERALD

TRIBUNE

Date

N ov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
N ov.

8 .....................................................
9 .....................................................
10 .....................................................
11 .....................................................
12 .....................................................
13 .....................................................
14 .....................................................
15 .....................................................

N ov. 16 .....................................................

Nov.
Nov.
N ov.
Nov.
Nov.
N ov.
N ov.
Nov.
Nov.

17 .....................................................
18 .....................................................
19 .....................................................
20 .....................................................
21 .....................................................
22 .....................................................
23 .....................................................
24 .....................................................
25 .....................................................

Nov. 26 .....................................................

Items

Inches

9
25
13
12
9
6
7
4

68.25
469.50
249.50
233.25
77
250.50
216.25
49.75

10

300

25
13
8
14
3
7
11
12
12

305
123.25
412.25
343.25
51.50
378
377
434.75
364.50

12

203.50

9
11
6
13
21
17
9
17
7
4
11
6
331
11
M edian ......................................................
M ean ....................................................... 11.06
N ov.
Nov.
N ov.
N ov.
D ec.
Dec.
Dec.
D ec.
Dec.
D ec.
D ec.
D ec.

27 .....................................................
28 .....................................................
29 .....................................................
30 .....................................................
1......................................................
2 ......................................................
3 .......................................................
4 ......................................................
5 ......................................................
6 ......................................................
7 ......................................................
8 ......................................................

290.50
495.50
51.25
433.50
312.75
408.75
308.50
348
92.25
17.75
118.25
43.50
7,827.50
290.50
252.50

TABLE 9
EvENING WORD

Items
Date
Nov. 8 ..................................................... 15
Nov. 9 ..................................................... 14
15
N ov. 10 .....................................................
4
N ov. 11 .....................................................
16
Nov. 12 .....................................................
9
N ov. 13 .....................................................
Nov. 14 ................................................ ......
12
Nov. 15 .....................................................
14
N ov. 16 .....................................................
14
Nov. 17 .....................................................
9
N ov. 18 .....................................................
12
Nov. 19 .....................................................
9
.................................
N ov. 20 ...................
......
Nov. 21 ................................................
N ov. 22 .....................................................

Nov. 23 .....................................................

Inches
240.75
281.25
252.75
97.50
182.50
168.25
25i9.5
217.50
238.75
237.50
229.75
116.50

9

"17525

10

163.25
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Items
Date
9
Nov. 24 .....................................................
......
Nov. 25 ...................................................
..........................................
12
Nov. 26
Nov. 27 ..................................................... 9
N ov. 28 ......................................................
Nov. 29 ...................................................
9
Nov 30 .....................................................
11
Dec. 1 .....................................................
13
Dec. 2 ......................................................
20
Dec. 3 ........................
.......................
4
Dec. 4 ........................
Dec. 5 .......................................................
11
Dec. 6 ......................................................
14
Dec. 7 ................... j ..................................
4
Dec. 8 ......................................................

Inches
258.50
237
128.50
1
164.75
141.50
139.50
279
125.75
104.50
149.75
86.50

291
11.50
11.20

4.789
171.75
184.20

Items
Date
Nov. 8 ..................................................... 11
Nov. 9 ..................................................... 12
Nov. 10 ..................................................... 9
7
Nov. 11 .....................................................
14
Nov. 12 .....................................................
10
Nov. 13 .....................................................
Nov. 14 ......................................................
Nov. 15 ...................................................
12
Nov. 16 .....................................................
9
N ov. 17 .....................................................
9
Nov. 18 .....................................................
16
Nov. 19 .....................................................
9
Nov. 20 .....................................................
.......
Nov. 21 .................................................
Nov. 22 ................................................... 11
15
Nov. 23 .....................................................
Nov. 24 ..................................................... 11
Nov. 25 ..................................................
12
N
2 .....................................................
9
Nov. 27 .....................................................

Inches
205
158.75
146.75
84.25
163.75
175.50

Median .....................................................
M ean ......................................................
TABLE 10
EVENING TELEGRAM

Nov. 28 ..................................................
Nov. 29...................................................

Nov.
D ec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
D ec.

147.5
249.50
96
125.50
.......

10

30 ..................................................... 14
7
1......................................................
6
2 ......................................................
3 .............................. ....................... 13
9
4 ......................................................
......
5.................................................
7
6.....................................................
,........................
13
7 ..............................
9
8 ......................................................

M edian .....................................................
M ean ......................................................

85
278.50
183.50
155.25
262
140.75

269
10
10.35

108.50

207.50
121.25
122.75
193.25
261.25
51.25
69.25
51
4,020.50
151.50
154.63
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TABLE 11
EVENING POST

Items
Date
13
Nov. 8 .....................................................
Nov. 9 ..................................................... 14
12
N ov. 10 .....................................................
14
N ov. 11 .....................................................
8
N ov. 12 .....................................................
8
N ov. 13 .....................................................
Nov. 14 .........................................................
9
N ov. 15 .....................................................
9
Nov. 16 .....................................................
N ov. 17 ..................................................... 10
9
N ov. 18 .....................................................
15
N ov. 19 .....................................................
5
N ov. 20 .....................................................
......
Nov. 21 ......................................
7
Nov. 22 .....................................................
8
Nov. 23 .....................................................
N ov. 24 ..................................................... 5
Nov. 25 .........................................................
14
Nov. 26 .....................................................
N ov. 27 ..................................................... 12
Nov. 28 .........................................................
Nov. 29 ...................................................... 6
10
Nov. 30 .....................................................
10
Dec. 1......................................................
8
D ec. 2 ......................................................
13
D ec. 3 ......................................................
6
Dec. .4......................................................
......
Dec. 5 ..................................................
7
Dec. 6 ....................................................
9
D ec. 7 ......................................................
4
D ec. 8 ......................................................
245
M edian ..................................................... 9
M ean ...................................................... 9.42

Inches
139.50
146.50
172.50
182.25
147
114.75
192.50
118.25
132
205
226
94.50
.......
152.75
246.50
98
155.75
229
116.50
129.50
134.25
109.25
161.75
148.75
89.50
92.75
22.75
3.757.75
143
144.53

TABLE 12
TMAES

Items
Date
N ov. 8 .................................................... 13
N ov. 9 .................................................... 26
Nov. 10 ....................................................
16
Nov. 11 .................................................... 16
13
N ov. 12 ....................................................
N ov. 13 .................................................... 28
19
Nov. 14 ....................................................
16
N ov. 15 ....................................................
N ov. 16 .................................................... 11
14
N ov. 17 ....................................................
16
Nov. 18 ....................................................
Nov. 19 .................................................... 17
12
Nov. 20 ....................................................
16
Nov. 21 ....................................................
Nov. 22 ....................................................
Nov. 23 ....................................................

13
12

Inches
203.25
515.50
359.25
387
112.50
372
401.50
107.75
360
293.50
190.75
568.75
329.75
1003.50
118.25
411.50
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Date
Nov. 24 ....................................................
Nov. 25 ....................................................
Nov. 26....................................................
Nov. 27 ....................................................
Nov. 28 ....................................................
Nov. 29 ...................................................
...
Nov. 30 ................................................
D ec. 1.....................................................
Dec. 2.., ..................................................
Decc. 3 .....................................................
Dec. 4 .....................................................
Dec. 5 .....................................................
Dec. 6 .....................................................
D ec. 7 .....................................................
Dec. 8 .....................................................

Items
16
12
21
26
18
7
21
12
23
11
24
11
9
9
7

Inches
534.75
397.75
279.25
528.50
655.75
78.25
568.25
343.75
401.25
317.75
430.25
230.50
73
143
63.50

M edian ....................................................
Mlean .....................................................

485
16
15.64

10,780.25
359.25
347.75

TABLE 13
THE EVENING TELEGRAM

% Crime
News
Date
15.7
N ov. 8 ................................................................
12.2
Nov. 9 ................................................................
11.3
Nov. 10 ................................................................
6.5
N ov. 11 ................................................................
12.6
Nov. 12 ................................................................
13.5
Nov. 13 ................................................................
Nov. 14 ................................................................
6.5
Nov. 15 ...............................................................
21.4
Nov. 16 ................................................................
14.1
Nov. 17 ................................................................
11.9
N ov. 18 ................................................................
20.1
N ov. 19 ................................................................
10.8
N ov. 20 ................................................................
Nov. 21 ................................................................
11.4
.................................
N ov. 22 ..............................
19.2
N ov. 23 ................................................................
7.4
Nov. 24 ................................................................
Nov. 25 ................................................................
13.6
Nov. 26 ..............................................................
6.
Nov. 27 ...............................................................
Nov. 28 ................................................................
8.3
Nov. 29 ...............................................................
15.9
Nov. 30 ................................................................
9.3
D ec. 1.................................................................
9.4
D ec. 2 .................................................................
14.8
D ec. 3 .................................................................
20.1
D ec. 4 .................................................................
Dec. 5 ..................................................................
3.9
Dec. 6 .................................................................
5.3
D ec. 7 .................................................................
3.9
D ec. 8 .................................................................
M edian ................................................
Mean .........................................................

308.70
... .......... 11.65%
11.870o
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TABLE 14
THE MORNING WORLD

% Crime

Date

News

N ov. 8 ................................................................
N ov. 9 ................................................................
N ov. 10................................................................
N ov. 11 ................................................................
N ov. 12 ................................................................

10.6
25.4
20.1
18.2
6.4

N ov. 13 ................................................................

14.8

N ov.
Nov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.

14.7
7.4
20.2
14.1
8
22.7
13.6

14 ................................................................
15 ...............................................................
16 ................................................................
17 ................................................................
18 ................................................................
19 ................................................................
20 ................................................................

N ov. 21 ................................................................

28.2

N ov. 22 ................................................................
N ov. 23 ................................................................

6.3
15.7

N ov. 24 ................................................................

23.1

N ov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.
N ov.

25 ................................................................
26 ................................................................
27 ................................................................
28 ................................................................
29 ................................................................
30 ................................................................

16.5
13.2
12.3
31.3
5A
22.4

D ec.
D ec.
D ec.
D ec.
D ec.
D ec.
D ec.
D ec.

1 .................................................................
2 .................................................................
3 .................................................................
4 ................................................................
5 ..................................................................
6 .................................................................
7 .................................................................
8 .................................................................

12.2
17.2
16.1
15.4
8.2
4.7
2.4
4.4

Median ..............................................................
M ean ................................................................

451.11
14.7%
14.54%

TABLE 15
THE DAILy NEWS
Date
N ov. 8 .................................................................
N ov. 9 ................................................................
N ov. 10 ................................................................
N ov. 11 ................................................................
N ov. 12 ................................................................
N ov. 13 ................................................................
Nov. 14 ................................................................
N ov. 15 ................................................................
N ov. 16 ................................................................
N ov. 17 ................................................................
Nov. 18 ................................................................
N ov. 19 ................................................................
N ov. 20 ................................................................
N ov. 21 ................................................................

% Crime
News
28.8
50.5
41
42.3
21.4
31.4
40.9
25.5
36.5
33.8
26.1
86.6
23.8
39.9
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% Crime
News
Date
23.3
N ov. 22 ................................................................
Nov. 23 ................................................................ 29.2
Nov. 24 ................................................................ 43.5
Nov. 25 ................................................................ 33.3
Nov. 26 ................................................................ 26.1
28.8
Nov. 27.................................................................
Nov. 28 ................................................................ 33.2
21.3
N ov. 29 ................................................................
50.4
Nov. 30 ................................................................
D ec. 1 .................................................................
28.5
Dec. 2 .................................................................
28.6
27.3
Dec. 3 .................................................................
37.1
D ec. 4 .................................................................
41.4
D ec. 5 .................................................................
7.1
D ec. 6 ...................................................................
12.5
Dec. 7 ....................................................
26.5
D ec. 8.................................................................
1,026.60
29.2 %
M edian ...............................................................
Mean ................................................................ 33.11%
TABLE 16
DALY NEWS
Items
Date
June 1.................................................. 14
June 2 .................................................... 19
16
June 3 ....................................................
June 4 .................................................... 16
June 5.................................................... 17
June 6.................................................... 10
June 7..................................................... 17
June 8.................................................... 15
June 9.................................................... 21
June 10 .................................................... 16
June 11 ............ ;....................................... 29
June 12 ..................................................... 10
June 13 .................................................... 10
7
June 14 ....................................................
June 15 .................................................... 12
June 16 ....................................................
18
37
June 17 ....................................................
31
June 18 ....................................................
June 19 .................................................... 18
7
June 20 ....................................................
6
June 21 ....................................................
June 22 .................................................... 30
June 23 .................................................... 23
12
June 24 ........................
.................
June 25 .........................................
20
6
June 26 ..........................................
June 27 ....................................................
14
10
Jqun 28 ....................................................
15
June 29 ....................................................
June 30 ....................................................
14

Tiches
162
162.50
159
200.25
87
161
129.50
102.25
165.50
132.50
188.75
87.25
227.25
32.75
101.50
124
218.25
143.50
137
170.25
64.75
160.75
141.75
91.75
118
112
93.25
84.50
95.50
110.50

490
........ 15.50
15.93

3,964.75
131
132.16

. edian ...........................................
Mean .....................................................
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TABLE 17
DAILY NEWS

Items
Date
27
July 1....................................................
17
July 2 ....................................................
10
July 3 ....................................................
10
July 4 .....................................................
12
July 5 ....................................................
6
July 6 ....................................................
14
July 7 ....................................................
14
July 8 ....................................................
17
July 9 ....................................................
6
July 10 .....................................................
9
July 11 ....................................................
July 12 .................................................... 4
10
July 13 ....................................................
July 14 .................................................... 7
8
July 15 ....................................................
July 16 .................................................... 22
July 17 .................................................... 15
July 18 .................................................... 9
July 19 .................................................... 12
July 20 .................................................... 11
July 21 .................................................... 14
July 22 .................................................... 18
July 23 .................................................... 14
July 24 .................................................... 13
..................... 22
July 25 ..............................
July 26 .................................................... 11
July 27 .................................................... 7
July 28 .................................................... 14
21
July 29 ....................................................
July 30 .................................................... 21
July 31 .................................................... 11
406
12
M edian ...................................................
M ean ..................................................... 13.09

Inches
269.75
143.50
59
180.75
76
33
62.25
82.75
90
29.25
172.75
13.25
50.75
102.75
46.50
131.25
107
232
104
119.25
159
114.75
117.25
217
284.75
115.75
43.75
62.50
175
359.50
279.75
4,034.75
115.75
130.50

TABLE 18
DAILY NEWS

Date
Aug. 1 ....................................................
Aug. 2 ....................................................
A ug. 3 ....................................................
Aug. 4 ....................................................
Aug. 5 ....................................................
Aug. 6 ....................................................
Aug. 7 ....................................................
Aug. 8 ....................................................
A ug. 9 ....................................................
A ug. 10 ....................................................
Aug. 11 ....................................................
Aug. 12 ....................................................
Aug. 13 ....................................................
Aug. 14 ....................................................
Aug. 15 ....................................................
Aug. 16 ....................................................

Items
17
14
14
12
16
13
4
7
11
16
11
17
18
20
12
12

Inches
378.25
230.50
270.25
199.25
226.25
211
114.25
209
134
161.75
152.75
263.75
289.25
315.50
268.50
133.50

CRIME AND THE PRESS
Date Items
Aug. 17 .................................................... 8
Aug. 18 ....................................................
12
4
Aug. 19 ....................................................
9
Aug. 20 ....................................................
Aug. 21 ....................................................
12
Aug. 22 ....................................................
6
13
Aug. 23 ....................................................
5
Aug. 24 ....................................................
Aug. 25 ....................................................
10
Aug. 26 ....................................................
10
12
Aug. 27 ....................................................
7
Aug. 28 ....................................................
Aug. 29 ....................................................
9
8
Aug. 30 ....................................................
4
Aug. 31 ....................................................
M edian ....................................................
M ean .....................................................

331
12
11

Inches
171.75
188.50
121.75
203
132.50
180.75
57.75
42.25
45.25
102.25
197.75
52.75
195.25
44
11.75
5,305
180.75
173.06

TABLE 19
WOMD

Da teI
tents
May 1........................................... 36
............. ....... ...... .. . .. 9
May 2.......... ..
May 3............ ....
.. . .. ..................... 7
May 4.......................... .......... .. ..... ...21
May 5. . ,.......... .......... ...... .... ......... 22
May 6,........................................ 14
May 7...,..................................... 23
May 8..,...................................... 19
May 9........... ...... ................. . ......... .. 5
10
May 10.......................................
14
May 11
.......................................
May 12...........
.........
.................. 12
15
May 13......................................
9
May 14............... ............ o.........
14
................................
May 15.......
May 16.............. ........................
6
9
May 17.......................................
May 18........................................ 22
15
May 19.........................................
22
May 20........................................
23
May 21.......................................
36
May 22......................................
8
May 23........................................
9
fay 24.......................................
13
May 25 .......................................
27
May 26........................................
.............................
16
May 27..........
18
May 28.......................................
23
May 29........................................
8
May
....................
May 30....................
5
31 .............................................
490
M edian ....................................................
14
M ean ..................................................... 15.81

Inches
186
230.50
87.50
203.75
148.75
172.75
137.50
240.50
230.75
124.50
162.25
92.25
121
85.75
147.50
103.50
78
137.75
176.25
193.25
321.25
283.50
265.25
74
158.25
314
147.25
149.75
20325
102.25
40.75
5,119.50
149.75
165.15
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TABLE 20
WORLD

Items
Date
5
June 1....................................................
June 2.................................................... 19
June 3.................................................... 12
June 4.................................................... 14
24
June 5 ....................................................
June 6 .................................................... 14
7
June 7 ....................................................
June 8.................................................... 18
June 9.................................................... 8
June 10 .................................................... 11
June 11 .................................................... 11
June 12 .................................................... 15
17
June 13 ....................................................
4
June 14 ....................................................
5
June 15 ....................................................
8
June 16 ....................................................
June 17 .................................................... 10
10
June 18 .....................................................
June 19 .................................................... 21
5
June 20 ....................................................
June 21 .................................................... 5
June 22 .................................................... 17
June 23 ....................................... ............ 17
............ 8
June 24 .......................................
June 25 .................................................... 15
June 26 .................................................... 15
9
June 27 ....................................................
June 28 ....................................... ............ 9
24
June 29 ....................................................
June 30 .................................................... 18

Inches
51
202.25
83
114.50
170.25
229.50
128.75
175.50
127.75
112.25
153.75
128.50
414.50
28.75
74.75
78.50
87.25
60.25
161
59
87.50
165
189.50
82
163
123.50
170.25
27.75
181.50
156

375
11.5
12.5

3,986.50
128.12
132.9

Items
Date
16
July 1 ....................................................
July 2 .................................................... 17
9
July 3 ....................................................
2
July 4 ....................................................
14
July 5 ....................................................
13
July 6 ....................................................
July 7 .................................................... 7
July 8 ...... ..............................................
40
15
July 9 ....................................................
July 10 ..............................I...................... 13
9
July 11 ....................................................
5
July 12 ....................................................
9
July 13 ....................................................
9
July 14 ....................................................
6
July 15 ....................................................
10
July 16 ....................................................
19
July 17 ....................................................

Inches
172
172
89.75
252
85.25
88.75
96
309
122.75
115
62
42.50
72
115.50
38.50
99.25
178.50

M edian ....................................................
M ean ......................................................
TABLE 21
WORLD
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Items
Date
July 18 .................................................. .14
July 19 .................................................... 12
28
July 20 ....................................................
July 21 .................................................... 20
11
July 22 ....................................................
16
July 23 ...................
18
July 24 .........
................................
12
July 25 ....................................................
5
July 26 ....................................................
18
July 27 ...........................................
I ........ 33
July 28 ...........................................
29
July 29 ....................................................
30
July 30 ....................................................
26
July 31 ...................................................

Inches
112
85.75
318.75
191.25
168.75
169.50
189
227.75
58.75
181
252.25
272.25
399.50
244

485
14
15.6

4,981.25
168.75
160.68

Ite s
Date
15
Aug. 1....................................................
9
Aug. 2 ....................................................
Aug. 3 .................................................... 18
13
A ug. 4 ....................................................
14
Aug. 5 ....................................................
16
A ug. 6 ....................................................
16
Aug. 7 ....................................................
13
Aug. 8 ....................................................
13
Aug. 9 ....................................................
15
Aug. 10 .....
.
.................................
17
Aug. 11 ....................................................
19
Aug. 12 ....................................................
25
Aug. 13 ....................................................
16
Aug. 14 ....................................................
12
Aug. 15 ....................................................
Aug. 16 .................................................... 15
Aiqg. 17 .................................................... 13
12
Aug. 18 ....................................................
19
Aug. 19 ....................................................
18
Aug. 20 ....................................................
27
Aug. 21 ....................................................
11
Aug. 22 ....................................................
6
Aug. 23 ....................................................
15
Aug. 24 ....................................................
17
Aug. 25 .....................................................
14
Aug. 26 ....................................................
15
Aug. 27 ....................................................
16
..........................................
Aug. 28
7
Aug. 29 ....................................................
10
Aug. 30 ....................................................
7
Aug. 31 ....................................................

Inches
375.75
94.75
195.75
160
136
145
174.25
348
107.25
154.50
201
227.75
226.75
215.50
290.75
209
312.50
282.50
271.50
229.25
277.75
458.75
51.75
128.75
166.75
77.75
198.75
151.75
141
62.75
45.25

434
M edian .................................................... 15
14.6
M ean .....................................................

6,118.40
195.75
197.38

M edian ....................................................
M ean ......................................................
TABLE 22
WORLD
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fewest items the ranks of the 12 papers are as follows:
D aily N ews ......................................................
N . Y. Journal ....................................................

.586 item s
519 item s

N . Y. Tim es .......................................................
N . Y. A merican ....................................................
G raphic ..........................................................
N . Y. W orld ......................................................
M irror ...........................................................
Sun ..............................................................
Herald Tribune ....................................................
Eve. W orld .......................................................
Telkgram .........................................................
Eve. Post .........................................................

478 itens
461 items
421 item s
392 item s
380 item s
339 item s
331 item s
291 item s
269 item s
245 item s
4,712 items

The 12 papers listed in order of number of inches of crime news
space are as follows:
N . Y . T im es ..................................................
N . Y . W orld .................................................
D aily N ews ..................................................
N . Y . A m erican ..............................................
M irror ......................................................
N-. Y . Journal ................................................
H erald T ribune .............................................
G raphic ......................................................
Eve. W orld ..................................................
T elegram ...... *.............................................
Eve. Post ....................................................
S un ..........................................................

11,498.25 inches
10,829.75 inches
10.397.50 inches
9,925.75 inches

8.130.25 inches
8.059
inches
7,827.50 inches
6.837.50 inches
4,719
inches
4.020.50 inches
3,757.75 inches
3,549.25 inches
89,622

inches

The most obvious and not the least striking fact revealed by the
foregoing tables is the enormous amount of space devoted by all the
papers to crime news whether measured in terms of items or in terms
of inches. In the light of recent developments in journalism we may
divide the 12 papers into two classes for purposes of comparison.
First, we have the regulation size papers; The Times, The World,
The American, The Journal, The Herald Tribune, The Evening
World, The Telegram, The Evening Post and The Sun; and secondly,
the so-called tabloids, papers of a smaller size whether measured in
area per page or in number of pages. They are The Daily News,
The Mirror and The Graphic. The striking fact revealed by comparing the two groups is not that two of the tabloids, The Daily News
and The Mirror, rank third and fifth respectively, but that all three
tabloids are outranked by the supposedly conservative Times and
Morning World. The Graphic ranks eighth, being exceeded in crime
news space by The Herald Tribune even.
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The relative positions are changed somewhat when the comparison
is made in terms of news items. Yet even here two of the tabloids
are outranked by three of the fullsized papers, among them The Times,
and one of the tabloids is outranked by The World. Other classifications might be made for purposes of comparison, not on the basis of
size simply, but on the basis of methods of treating the news, and that
will be considered in a later chapter. The objection, and it is not an
entirely valid one from the point of view of the present study, can be
made that it is not fair to make comparisons of absolute figures because of the great difference in size of, the different papers. Tables
13 to 15 show the relative amounts of crime news space for three
papers. A summary of these tables is as follows: a morning tabloid,
The Daily News, gave 33.11% of its space to crime news; The N.
Y. World gave 14.54% if its space; and The Telegram, an evening
paper which is not a tabloid probably only because of the size of its
pages, gave 11.87% of its space.' 0
Tables 16 to 22 show the crime news space for The Daily News
for the months of June, July and August, 1926, and for the N. Y.
World for May, June, July and August, 1926. A summary of these
tables is given on the next page.
A comparison of the figures with those for the same two papers
given on pages 13 and 16 show that the Daily News printed during the
month of November 8 to December 8, 586 items while during the
months of June, July and August, it printed an average of 409 items
per month. During the months of May, June, July and August, the
N. Y. World published an average of 446 items and during the month
of November 8 to December 8, it published 392 items. If the number
of crime news items were determined by the actual number of crimes
committed during the periods under consideration there would be fewer
items during the month of November 8 to December 8 than during
the Spring and Summer months, due to the seasonal fluctuation of the
number of crimes. Crimes of violence such as seem to be preferred
for featuring by the papers are more frequent in the Spring and Summer months than in the Winter months. November is the month when
the curve for crimes against the person is at its lowest point. The
DAILY N-ws

No. of ins
Inch's
June ....................................................
490
3,964.75
M ed . ................................................ 15.50
1.31
M ean ............................................... 15.93
132.16
10 Similar data was gotten from the New York Times for the same period.
The average daily percent of its space given to crime news was 9.63%.
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July .....................................................
M ed . ................................................

No. of Itents

Inches

406
12

4,035.75
115.75

M ean ................................................
13.09
August .........................................
331
M ed. ................................................
12
M ean ............................................... 11

130.50
5,305
180.75
173.06

N. Y. WORLD
No. of Items
M ay .....................................................
490
M ed . ................................................
14
M ean ................................................
15.81
June ...........................................
375
M ed . ................................................
11.50
M ean ...............................................
12.50
July ....................................................
485
M ed. ................................................
14
Mean ................................................
15.60
August ..................................................
434
M ed . ................................................
15
M ean ............................................... 14.60

Inches
5,119.50
149.75
165.15
3,986.50
128.12
132.90
4,981.25
168.75
160.68
6,118.40
195.75
197.38

difference between the amount of crime news in the two papers for
the two periods in terms of items published during the two periods
is not at all as great as the difference measured in terms of space.
The great difference in space is accounted for by the featuring of the
notorious case in a neighboring village. An idea of the extent to
which this case was featured can be gotten by comparing the figures
for crime news space for the two periods. During June, July and
August, The Daily News published in round numbers 4,000 inches of
such news per month and in the month of November 8 to December 8,
it published more than 10,000 inches. The New York World during
May, June, July and August, published about 4,000 inches per month
also, and during November 8 to December 8, it published nearly
11,000 inches.
The figures showing the number of items is probably the fairer
measure of the amount of crime news in that it is not so greatly influenced by the featuring of an unusual case. In the case of the New
York World the number of items was only reduced 12.1% in November as compared with the average for the 4 Summer months, while
the number of inches of space nearly tripled. On the other hand,
the number of items in The Daily News increased 43.2%o, while the
number of inches increased two and one-half times.
Some idea of the increase of space devoted to crime news in the
last two decades can be gotten by comparing the figures given above
with those obtained by some previous attempts to analyse and evaluate
newspapers. Of these only one has any claim to an attempted scientific
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approach. Frances Fenton, whose work was previously mentioned,
classified the contents of some of the American city newspapers, and
although her classification was not as objective as that used here, i. e.,
a classification based on the legal definition of crime, her figures are
not entirely incomparable with those of the present 1 investigation.
A part of one of her tables is as follows:
Name of Paper

Total

Space
1

Chicago D ..........

6,862.5
100%
Chicago E...........
8,282.5
100%
New York A ........
6,883
100%
New York C .........
7,953
100%
New York B ........
9,425
100%
Denver G...........
9,826
100%
Total Inches ...... 49,232
100%

2,909
42.39%
5,176
62.49%
3,502
49.66%
5,598
71.62%
4,650
50.67%
4,693.5
47.77%
26,528.5
53.88%

.GeneralNews Section
2
3
899
13.10%
1,197
14.45%
1,427
20.87%
1,827
21.15%
1,737
18.58%
1,225
15.52%
8,312
16.88%

550
8.01%
443
5.35%
747
10.79%
545
7.92%
378
4.44%
748.25
7.61%
3,411.25
6.93%

4
467
6.81%
395
4.77%
663
9.29%
450
6.03%
287
3.15%
585
5.95%
2,847
5.78%

This table shows the analysis of the general news section into
three classes of anti-social reading matter. The column numbered
1 shows the amount of space devoted to general news; column 2 is
amount of space devoted to mentions of anti-social acts which serve
to recall former detailed accounts of crime; column 3 shows the space
given to items which serve to recall vividly such items as gave detailed
accounts of crime; and column 4 is the space given to detailed accounts
of serious acts such as murders, suicides and robberies. These figures
are totals for each of the papers for February 18 to 27, 1910, and include space given to anti-social matter not included in the space measured in the present investigation. When this is taken into consideration, it will be seen that there has been an enormous increase in space
devoted to crime news since 1910. In the Forum, Speed 2 shows changes
in the amount of space given to different kinds of news in the Sunday issues of some New York papers for the dates April 17, 1881,
and April 16, 1893. His figures in terms of columns are as follows
for news about crime and criminals:
Tribinw
1881
1893
0.00
0.50

'2Op. cit.

12

3 Forum, xv, 705.

World
1881
1893
0.00
6.00

Times
1881
1893
0.00
1.00

Sln
1881
0.00

1S93
0.00
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From the foregoing tables it is seen that the 12 daily papers which
are representative of the metropolitan press devote an enormous
amount of space to news of crime and criminals. The total number
of items of crime news published by the 12 papers during one month
when statistics of crime indicate that crime is at a minimum, was 4,712
The total amount of space devoted to these items during that same
month was 89,622.00 inches. Allowing 50 words to the inch this makes
a total of 4,481,100 words. If this crime news were printed in book
form it would make nearly six volumes of 300 pages each.
The few figures that are available indicate that there has been an
increase in the amount of crime news space during the past few decades. With the rise of the tabloids during the past few years and the
attending attempt of the other papers to meet the new competition
there has been an enormous increase. This is a matter of common
observation and needs no statistics to demonstrate it.
One of the questions that arose in connection with this investigation was: Do the number of crime items in the papers give an accurate
indication of the amount of crime that is being committed from day
to day? Another question was: Are the papers justified in any way
in printing the number of news items that they do because there are
that many crimes occurring, or do the papers create the impression
that there are so-called crime waves? To answer that question it
was necessary to have daily figures on the amount of crime being
reported to the police for the period during which the papers were
being studied. The Police Commissioner, a Mr. Geo. McLaughlin,
although protesting his great desire to cooperate, refused to make the
figures available. He was at that time giving prepared statements
to the press showing the amount of crime per week in the city and,
of course, thereby establishing a record for police efficiency. Fortunately, there are figures available from another source which show
what the papers of a large city can do in the way of creating a crime
wave. This will be discussed in another place.
Section III
How CRIME NEws Is

FEATURED

In the previous chapter an attempt has been made to give some
idea of the amount of space given to crime news by the papers of
New York City. Now let us consider in some detail what that news
consists of. Choosing at random a date during which the papers were
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measured, Nov. 20 for example, although any other date would do as
well, we find by referring to Table 1 that the New York Journal
published on that date 16 crime news items occupying 685.5 inches.
The median number of items during the period November 8 to December 8 was 19.5 and the median number of inches was 289.63. On the
first page of the journal for that date we find the following headlines:
Henry's Diary to Be Introduced by Stevens to Back Alibi
Man and Girl Held in Death of Policeman;
Killer Gang Roundup Is Near
A discussion of headlines will be taken up in another place. They
present an aspect of the present investigation that deserves special
study. The first headline above refers, of course, to the Hall-Mills
case which had been advanced to such a stage by the papers that two
of the defendants were familiarly known by their first names. A head
in slightly smaller type at the top of the right column, the position
usually given by papers to the most important news repeats the above
head in these words:
Diary for Henry's Alibi
Below this still another head is:
Pig Woman's Story Also to Be Attacked by Hall-Mills Defense
At the left the column is headed:
Solutions of 4 Crimes Expected
And below this in smaller type another head:
Police Say Suspect Captured
Has Confessed, Naming His Companions
This and the second of the largest headlines at the top of the page
refer to the murder of two policemen. The center of the page is given
to pictures of the auto in which the murderers were riding when accosted by the two policemen who were killed. Above this pictures is
the caption:
Wrecked by Thugs' Fury
In the center are pictures of the two policemen with the caption above
them:
Shot in Cold Blood
The fourth picture is that of one of the men accused of the crime
shown apparently being held by someone behind him. The caption
above this picture is:
Caught
Below these pictures is another, a picture of "the 17-year old sweet-
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heart of ........... driver of the car," etc. "She is shown in the
custody of detective." Above this picture is the caption:
Quizzed in Police Shooting

The other news items on the front page of the New York Journal
for this date are: one relating to the removal from office of two of
his aides by the sheriff in Chicago; another one headed
Lavish Opium Den in Chicago Uncovered

one relating to an international marital scandal; one about the Queen
of Roumania; one about the Yale-Harvard football game played that
day. Twenty words are devoted to the dedication of a Y. M. C. A.
Camp and 31 words to the illness of the United States Attorney. The
rest of the page is given to predictions of the winners at the race
track, except that on this date above the name and date of the paper
and the designation of the edition, i. e., city edition, there is pictured
the Yale Bowl surrounded by large type announcing that "75,000 See
Battle." The game was played several hours after this paper was
printed. Aside from the racetrack predictions there are then 9 news
items on this front page. Five of them do not relate to crime. One
of these is scandal and one of them had not happened yet. Of the
other 4, the one given the greatest and most conspicuous space is about
a murder involving a preacher, a choir singer, marital infidelity, etc.
The other leading item is also about a murder. It is illustrated by
reproductions of 5 photographs, one of them that of a 17 year old
girl who was questioned in regard to one of the suspects in the case.
This is sufficient to indicate the contents of the Journal and if one
doubts that it is typical let him stop at a news-stand any day and
buy a copy.
On the same date November 20, 1926, the Daily News, a tabloid,
published 15 crime news items in 241 inches of space. The median
number of items for the period was 18 and the median number of
inches was 296. One of the characteristics of the tabloids is their use
of pictures and to adequately sample their contents one must look
further than the first page. On the date in question the Daily News
had as its only headline on the first page:
Mrs. Hall Opens Alibi Fight
The remainder of the page is taken by 3 pictures. One of them shows
a man and a women praying before an improvised altar and 3 lines
under the picture tell that they are praying for the recovery of the
crippled child of the man, and that "Yesterday the child could walk."
Ve are also told that the two supplicants are of different religious
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beliefs. In these days of religious dissensions and disbelief in miracles
either of the above facts is news but of course the tabloids give us
"news" that really is news. Below this is a picture of 4 children who,
we are told, were found starving. The rest of the page is taken up
by a full length picture of one of the female witnesses in the HallMills trial. The headline on the second page is:
Thugs in Auto Slay Policeman, Wound Another; Suspect Seized

On page 3 the headline is:
Henry Stevens Testifies Today as First Star for Hall Defense

And so on for the other items with their attention getting headlines
and copious illustrations.
The New York Times, whose motto is "All the News That's Fit
to Print." on November 20 published 12 crime news items in 329.75
inches of space. Its average number for the month was 16 items
and the average number of inches daily was 359.25. Extending across
3 columns of space at the right is the heading:
Hall Defense Opens, Alibis Claimed; Jealousy Theory of Crime Attacked:
Finger Print Clue Called 'Hocus Pocus'

Further headlines at the top of the right hand column in decreasing
size are as follows:
All Will Take Stand
Henry Stevens Had Never Heard of Mrs. Mills, Jury Is Told
Mrs. Hall a 'Loyal Wife'
She Was Unaware of Intrigue and Clung to Her Faith in Rector,
Defense Says
Razor Evidence Under Fire
Man Who Produced it Admits Police Record-Two Tell of
Scratch on Widow's Face

In a box under the headlines there is a summary of the "outstanding
developments in the Hall-Mills case yesterday." The 4th column from
the right is taken by an account of the shooting of the two policemen
already noted in the sketches of previous papers. This item is continued on page 7 where there are also photographs of the two victims. The Hall-Mills case item is continued on pages 8 and 9. Except for an advertisement in the lower right hand corner, page 8 is
given to addresses of counsel and verbatim reports of testimony. This
is continued on page 9 and a half column on this page is devoted to
the illness of one of the female witnesses. Another item on page 19
deals with the discharge from custody of two men who had been
charged with attacking and murdering a girl. A column and a quarter
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is given to an Anonymous book of scandal about statesmen, replete
with quotations, and continued from the first page is a discussion of
the international marital scandal already cited.
On November 20, 1926, The New York American published 16
items of crime news in 473.5 inches of space. Its average for the
month was 15 items and 303.75 inches of space. Unlike the other
papers so far discussed, it features a marital scandal, giving second
place to the Hall-Mills case. In the center of the page the murder
of the two policement is given nearly a column and the story is continued on page 4, column 1 where the story is embellished with a picture of one of the suspects being held by two men, presumably detectives. The caption above the picture is:
Saved from Mob

and underneath the picture in heavy capitals:
Desperate Gunman

Below this picture are photographs of the two policemen.

Beneath

one photograph are the words:
Iron Grip
and beneath the other:
Slain
On page 5 is a short item quoting a witness and the prosecutor in
regard to the defendant in a case in Michigan that had not yet come
to trial. More than 3 times as much space is given to pictures of the
defendants than is given to the printed matter. Above the picture
is the caption:
Hold Secret of Weird Cult Rites
In the center is shown "King" Ben Purnell who is quoted as saying,
"Do I look like a man who would wrong girls?" On one side of the
picture of the old man is shown a female complaining witness and on
the other side another female witness. The headline of the item is:
Girl to Reveal King Ben's Life
State Promises That Story of Prophet's "Harenm" Will "Rock Country"
Pages 6 and 7 are given entirely to the Hall-Mills case, some of the
testimony being repeated verbatim. Page 16 is devoted to pictures,
3 of them being of persons involved in the Hall-Mills case.
The New York Evening Graphic for Saturday, November 20,
1926, is enclosed in an 8-page rotogravure section. The whole issue
consists of 56 pages (tabloid size). In addition to the 32 pages of
"general" news and the rotogravure section there is a magazine section of 16 pages. The headline above the title of the paper is:
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Will Shatter Steven's Alibi-'Pig Woman's' Whole Story

Underneath the paper's title is the headline:
Quiz Girl in B'klyn Cop Killing

Beneath this headline and occupying the rest of the page are two pictures, one showing a relative of one of the wounded policemen and
his 3 children. The other picture is one showing a scene in the courtroom at the Hall-Mills trial. Part of the jury, the judge and the attorney for the defense are shown, the latter addressing the jury. Page
2 is given in part to the murder of the two policemen. About onefourth of this page is given to detailing the controversy between two
lawyers as to which is to defend a girl accused of murdering her betraver, a statement by the woman in whose house the girFs child was
born and the name of the notorious Harry Thaw who had volunteered
his aid is given prominent mention. Page 3 is given to the Hall-Mills
case Y; ith map and pictures of characters involved. An article entitled:
Real Hell for Sinners, Says Dr. Straton of Hall Tragedy

is by a Mr. Straton,. a local preacher of considerable notoriety. In
the magazine section 3 full pages with pictures are given to discussions
of crime.
The New York World of November 20, 1926, with its 11 crime
news items in 325.75 inches of space is the first paper so far described
which has any socially constructive matter dealing with crime. That
is an article in the center of the front page dealing with its own campaign against lynching in Georgia. The two columns at the right
and left respectively, are given to the killing of two policemen and
the Hall-Mills case. The third page contents are indicated by the
headline which extend across the top of the page:
Verbatim Transcript of Proceedings in Jersey's Murder Trial

The Daily Mirror, a tabloid, features the shooting of the two
policemen and has no news items on the front page except paragraphs,
under three pictures. These, relating to the Hall-Mills case and the killing of the policemen are the same except as regards size as those already
noted in the journal. The tabloid Mirror is the property of W. R.
Hearst, owner of the journal and the American. The back of the
paper has two headlines, the one in the larger type announces:
H. Stevens to Testify Today

The rest of the page is pictures, one of a parade and two of prize
fights. This November 20, 1926, issue has 19 crime items in 387.25
inches of space.
The New York Sun is not unlike the other papers, featuring the
same crime cases with a total of 10 items in 107 inches of space. On
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page 2 is a copyrighted article in which the government of New Jersey
tells that bandits are normal and denies that gunmen are morons, and
advocating drastic laws in New Jersey. Page 12 is the editorial page.
An editorial headed:
Revels in the Tombs
begins, "If conditions in the Tombs have been anything like as bad
as gossip hints," etc. Another sentence begins, "It is asserted that
prisoners," etc.
The Herald-Tribune features the two cases that are prominent
in most of the other papers, the murder of the two policemen and
the murder trial in New Jersey. The book of scandal just published
in England gets front page space and the story is continued to page 4.
Except for some advertisements, one of them about the book just
mentioned, the 8th and 9th pages are given to the Hall-Mills case,
speeches to the jury and verbatim transcript of testimony. The HeraldTribune's number of items was 14 and the amount of space was 343.25
inches.
The Evening World has only 9 items in 116.5 inches of space,
but what it lacks in items and space as compared with the other papers
it compensates for in part by the nature of the crime stories which it
features, and an editorial. This editorial entitled:
Depressing Philosophy
attributes to the study of philosophy in colleges 2 murders, one attempted murder and one suicide. Beside featuring the two leading
cases of the day the Evening "World on the second page in an article
copyrighted by the United Press tells how the Governor of New Jersey
by his investigations has exploded the "myth" that the robber is a
moron.
In November, 1926, the New York Telegram was published by
the New York Herald Company. Some months after, it became the
property of the Scripps-Booth Newspaper Alliance. On November
20, 1926, it published 9 crime items in 140.75 inches. Its average number of items for the month was 10 and the average number of inches
was 151.5. A considerable amount of the space of the paper was
taken up by pictures and features with of course due space given to
the two leading crime cases and the scandals of the day.
Of the twelve newspapers under consideration, the New York
Evening Post had the least amount of crime news space and had the
smallest number of items, 94.5 inches and 5 items. On Saturday night
it appears in a number of sections and includes a rotogravure section,
a financial and society news section. However, the Hall-Mills case gets
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its front page space and there are two sob-sister stories anent this
case on the second page.
In this sketchy review of the crime news in one day's editions
of 12 New York City newspapers there are illustrations of nearly all
the features which are objectionable from the standpoint of the criminologist, and which characterize the present day methods of journalism. Is it merely incidental to the general news-gathering and dissemination of news that news of crime gets the attention from the press
that it does, or do the papers give special attention to gathering such
material and its subsequent publication? During the Hall-Mills trial
the Western Union Telegraph Company installed its portable electric
switchboard in the basement of the Court House at Sommerville. This
switchboard is capable of transmitting 20,000 words an hour. 180
wires can be attached to it at once and so provide communication with
the principal cities of the country. It is said that "at the Hall-Mills
trial 50 reporters from metropolitan newspapers and press associations
were present at the Grand jury proceedings; 200 came for the trial
itself; one newspaper in New York (the News) had 16 correspondents
on the scene; another (the Mirror) had 13; 50 photographers were
on duty at all hours; until the dosing days of the trial 10 were sta"At the Gray-Snyder trial
tioned in the court room";
.

.

.

four rows of ten tables with 3 seats to the table were in-

stalled for the reporters; one hundred and twenty correspondents filled
them; papers in Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Birmingham, Syracuse, Louisville, Cincinnati, Chicago, and Atlanta sent special correspondents to
supplement the press association stories";

.

.

the New York

Times carried 30,000 words of testimony on two successive morns
ings.'
Such facts as these together with the relatively great amount of
space, the prominent headlines and the front page positions of crime
news items, not to mention the "dramatic" way in which the news is
given, indicate that the press's treatment is by no means fortuitous.
Before leaving the discussion of the kind of news and its treatment, let us consider some items in detail. This is not an attempt to
determine what the journalist considers news, but is for the purpose
of having clearly in mind what the criminologist is thinking of when
he calls certain news treatment anti-social and when he points out the
effect of such news and such practices on the newspaper reading public.
Now it may be objected that the cases discussed here are unusual
cases. If by this is meant that they are events that do not occur in
131aarper's Magazine (Aug., 1927).
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the lives of the great majority, then it is granted that they are unusual, but if in saying that they are unusual is meant that they are
not typical of the content of the daily newspaper not only of New
York City but of other American cities, then he who offers this objection is asked to refresh his memory by glancing over the files of
the papers for the past 3 or 4 decades. If it is not fair to judge
American journalism by their content during the Hall-Mills trial then
is it fair to judge them by their content during the Gray-Snyder trial,
or the Browning annulment hearing or the Kip Rhinelander annulment hearing or the Loeb-Leopold case or the trial and ensuing sanity
hearings of Harry Thaw, or should one wait for the next story to
"break ?"
Now the Hall-Mills case had all the elements of a great news
story and at the same time many of the elements that are objectionable
in current journalistic practices. Some of the news elements in the
case can be listed as follows: a "Main Street" setting; a "first family"
of the community possessing wealth; a preacher in a fashionable
church; a poor but supposedly respectable singer in the church choir;
a faithful and unsuspecting wife and a "poor but honest" husband;
an illicit love affair, marital infelicity; the trysting place; a gruesome
murder, one of the victims mutilated; when the murder is discovered
the community is at once divided into two parties for and against the
suspected parties; the grand jury fails to indict; and so the mystery remains and for 4 years is the topic of more or less newspaper discussion
until one of the New York papers revives the case by getting possession of certain evidence and by agitation succeeds in bringing about
indictments; an expensive trial follows and the accused are acquitted.
Anyone, despite his prejudices in regard to the case, must acknowledge
that the accused were innocent if he subscribes to the American theory
of justice and the administration of the criminal law, for after an indictment and a trial by jury they were acquitted. Moreover, the evidence against them was or should have been in the hands of the grand
jury which didn't indict them in the first place and the trial on a
charge of murder of 3 persons who were subsequently acquitted was
brought about by the interference in the administration of the criminal law by the activity of a New York newspaper.
The Gray-Snyder case was another great news story. The elements were a middle class family, marital infidelity, and a sordid
murder. And with such material and the spectacle which the papers
made of the trial, the case was made a great sensation. The case of
Whittemore, Red Moran and Chaplin, the robbers, dubbed for picar-
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esque effect "bandits" were not unlike hundreds of other cases except
that they were available at a time when no other cases capable of being
made more sensational were at hand. The preference on the part of
the papers for crime news can be illustrated by the crowding off the
front pages of the Ford-Sapiro trial by the Gray-Snyder case. Take
for example, The New York Telegram. On Friday,. March 18, the
Ford-Sapiro libel suit is the story featured on the front page with the
leading headline and a picture of one of the attorneys in the case.
Nearly half of the second page is given to the same case. On Saturday, March 19, the featured story is that of a race riot and attempted
lynching in Kansas and the Ford-Sapiro case is given the second most
prominent position. The murder of Snyder occurred during Saturday
night and on Monday (there is no Sunday edition of the Telegram)
the headline on the front page was:
Wife Witnessed Murder

and in heavy type under the caption:
Extra
about
the
diary
and confession of Mrs. Snyder. The
are two columns
second page, with the exception of one short story of a murder and
suicide is taken by the Snyder-Gray case, illustrated with pictures.
The Ford-Sapiro trial is given part of the third page. On Tuesday
the headline was:
Mrs. Snyder Denies All
With the exception of baseball and racing news and some minor items
the first page is taken by the case, together with a picture of one of
the defendants. Nearly the whole of the second and about half of
the third page with pictures is given to the case. The Ford-Sapiro
case is on the fourth page. On Wednesday, the first page, the second
and part of the third are used almost entirely to feature the case with
five relevant pictures and pictures of 8 female murder trial defendants

in cases dating back as far as 1884. The Ford-Sapiro trial is reported
on the fifth page. The revival of old cases sometimes but not always
apropos of current cases is another way in which the papers amplify
crime news space and keep such news prominently before the reading public. This is most frequently done by the papers having Sunday
editions. See, for example, in the New York World, Sunday, December 12, 1926, the full page article headed:
Murder of J. D. Hallen Ended an Amazing Criminal Career
Illustrated by photographs and pen sketches the article gives details
of Hallen's swindles over a period of years. On the other side of the
same page is an article headed

TOSEPH L. HOLMES
Executioner Is Proud of His "Business"

Below the headline is a photograph of a public executioner and the
story deals with his defense of capital punishment and advocacy, of
public executions. In the World of Sunday, November 7, 1926, is an
illustrated story from Paris of a "perfect crime that failed." A full
page in the World of Sunday, November 14, 1926, in two articles deals
with the exploits of a "model teller" who stole $463,967 and the "Master Mind of $2,000,000 Mail Robbery." See also the World for Sunday, November 21, 1926, and Sunday, December 12, 1926.
Similar examples can be found by the reader in other Sunday
papers than the World. Papers other than those having Sunday editions, as is noted above in the case of the Telegram, also give histories.
The evening World of March 26, 1927, carries an item of nearly
three columns, with pictures reviewing murder cases as far back as
1892.
In addition to the emphasis on crime news secured by the amount
of space devoted to it and the advantage of space location it is featured by means of headlines. Featuring news by means of headlines
refers to the use of headlines as a means of securing attention and
impressing the news upon the memory of the reader. Let us take for
example the twelve New York papers already discussed and note briefly
their practice in regard to use and size of type in headlines. The
typographical terms used by printers to denote the size and style of
type are so little descriptive that they convey no meaning to the average person so for the purpose of this discussion the type used in headlines will be described in terms of inches in height and length of space,
and style of type will be ignored. Style of type would be relevant if
the question of legibility were involved. The size and lack of ornateness in headline type is such as to eliminate any question of their legibility. Taking a date at random, Thursday, December 9, 1926, the
largest headlines of the twelve New York papers previously discussed
rank in order of size (height) as follows:
Graphic ..................................................
Journal ..................................................
M irror ...................................................
Telegram ................................................
American ................................................
N ews .....................................................
Evening World ...........................................
World ....................................................
Herald -Tribune ..........................................
Sun ......................................................
Times ....................................................
Post ......................................................
4
,Measurements are to the nearest sixteenth of an inch.

2 and 5/16 inches
I and 15/16 inches
I and 10/16 inches
15/16 inches
15/16 inches
12/16 ;nches
12/16 inches
8/16 inches
7/16 inches
7/16 inches
6/16 inches
6/16 inches

4

CRIME AND THE PRESS

43

The attention value of type in headlines is of course not merely
a function of their absolute size but is determined by their size in
relation to the size of the other type on the page. The size of the
type used in the text of all the papers is less than 1/16 of an inch.
However, we can say that "in general the attention value of the letters
is closely proportional to the size of the letters" and that "the attention value tends to increase somewhat more rapidly than the size."' 5
And it is a commonplace that we remember those things to which we
attend. The above statements apply not only to the size of type in the
headline but to the number of words and the appeals used. "The
headline, therefore, has the difficult function of putting the rest of the
copy 'across.' It is the attention and the interest getter.""' What
has been found to be true of headlines in advertisements is equally
true of newspaper headlines. They call attention to those news items
which they caption and give them an emphasis that other items not
so titled do not have. They stimulate the reading of such items and
if the item is not read by the busy reader they leave with him an impression that is stronger and more lasting than is that of well read
but not so well emphasized items. The large glaring headline has
all the factors making for efficiency and permanency of mental impression such as primacy, frequency, and intensity.
Of the 12 headlines in the papers of December 12, 1926, the letter
height of which is given above, two call attention to a criminal case
involving a high government official; four relate to an arrest in connection with a case involving religio-sexual pathology; two relate to
an international marital scandal; the one which is 2 and 5/16 inches
in height calls attention to the arrest of a "pal" of the already much
newspaper-exploited "Bum Rodgers"; and of two which are placed
above the title of the paper itself, one reads:
Ex-Convict Seized as $1,000,000 Robber,

and the other:
Young Society Woman a Suicide

Only one refers to news which is not scandal or crime or both or
suicide.
Of equal if not greater force in attracting attention and creating
and sustaining interest are pictures. The first method that man
employed to convey ideas was that of drawing pictures and pictures
still are the best medium for attracting attention and conveying ideas.
25"Principles of Advertising," by Daniel Starch, Ph.D., p. 621, A. W. Shaw
Co., N. Y. (1923).
16Ibid., p. 486.
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Illustration provides a sort of universal language. Starch 7 says in
speaking of the value of pictures in advertising, "The attention value
of the picture is approximately twice as important as the convincingness of the text itself." The present practice of the newspapers other
than the tabloids is probably determined in great part by their desire
to compete successfully with the latter, for the great increase of use
of pictures by them dates from the time of the inception of the tabloids.
Take, for example, the 12 New York papers for two dates chosen at
random and note the extent to which pictures are used.
NOVEMBER 10
1
Nlo of

P ict.
Daily News ......... 66
Evening Graphic ....
80
Daily Mirror .........
52
N. Y. American ......
62
The World ..........
20
Journal ..............
24
Evening Post ........
20
Herald Tribune ......
16
N. Y. Times .........
The Sun ............
Evening World ......
Telegram ............

2

19
10
9

2
No. Cr.
Pict.
31
24
24
13
8
6
4
2
2
1
1

3

4

5

6

Per- No. Sq. In. No. Sq. In. of Cr.
cent.
of Pict. Cr. Pict. Pic. Area
47
628.2
414.1
65.9
31.3
567.4
306.9
54
679.02
46.1
445.87
65.6
21
976.7
289.7
29.6
40
56
362.6
'203.7
25
219.2
32.8
667.1
20
74
19.4
382.2
12.5
310
58.2
18.8
100
64.5
64.5
100
5.3
307.5
20
6.5
10
2S0.9
27
95.5
185.3

DECEMBER 20

Daily News .........
Daily Mirror ........
Evening Graphic . ..
N. Y. American .
Evening Post .........
Journal ..............
The World ..........
The Sun ............
Telegram ............
Evening World .......
Herald Tribune .......
N. Y. Times .........

1

2

No. of

No. Cr.

Pict.
62
53
45
36
21
22
19
13
9
14
13

Pict.
17.
14
10
7
4
3
3
3
1
1

3

4

5

6

Per- No. Sq. In. No. Sq. In. of Cr.
cent.
of Pict. Cr. Pict. Pic. Area
27.4
706
283.1
40
26.2
617.1
231.6
37.4
22.2
431.6
141.1
32.6
19.4
713.6
134.5
18.9
F0 2
19
423.7
19
13.6
599
44.6
7.5
15.8
325
31.3
9.6
23
233
65.2
28
11.1
194.6
24
12.4
7.1
195.3
16
8.2
2.8
7.7
374.6
10.5

In the first column for each date is given the actual number of
pictures omitting, of course, the pictures used in advertisements; the
second column gives the number of crime pictures; the third column
shows what percent of all the pictures were crime pictures. The
17Op. Cit.
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fourth column gives the number of square inches of space devoted
to pictures and the fifth column gives the number of square inches
devoted to crime news pictures. The last column shows the percent
of picture space that is given to crime pictures. There is considerable
variation among the papers, the tabloids using pictures most extensively. They rank highest for the actual number of pictures and in
number of crime pictures. The New York American ranks with the
tabloids. Note that the New York Times uses less pictures than any
other paper but on the 10th of November when the Times did print
two pictures they were both crime pictures.
Section IV
WEiAT LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENTS THINK OF THE EFFECT OF
CRIME NEws

In the previous two chapters an attempt has been made to give
an idea of the kind and extent of publicity which the newspapers give
to crime. The consequence of such practices will be considered in
this and the next chapter. Such consequences are of two kinds: first,
the incitement to crime and second, the interferences with the administration of the criminal law. To ascertain facts in regard to both of
these consequences the writer sent out a questionnaire to the 112 justices of the Supreme Court of New York State; to the 87 County
judges, judges of Children's Courts and judges of Courts of General Sessions; to the 61 District Attorneys of New York State; to the
50 Chiefs of Police of New York State cities; to the 6 Captains of
State Troopers; and to the 291 Inspectors and Captains of the New
York Police Department. The questionnaire contained two queries,
one in regard to moving pictures and one about newspapers, the latter
being, "Do you consider that the methods used by the newspapers of
securing and presenting crime news are in any way a factor of
the present crime situation. If so, can you cite specific cases that have
come under your observation?" Accompanying the questionnaire was
a letter assuring the recipient that the source of any information that
he might furnish would be considered strictly confidential. This
letter, written on the stationery of the New York State Crime Commission, was signed by a member of the Commission, with the authority of the Commission, of course. The writer was at that time in
the employ of the Commission as a research worker.
It is interesting to note that of these 616 men whose business is
the prevention, apprehension and treatment of offenders, only 111 were
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sufficiently interested to reply, and of these some either refused to give
an opinion, or the results of their experience, or were evasive in their
answers. Of course this is not so strange when one remembers that
the judiciary is elective and that police officers under the present system need the approval of the press. The power of the press in political affairs is commonplace knowledge.
Twenty-six of the Justices of the Supreme Court responded.
Seven answered Yes to the question and fourteen answered No. Three
evaded the question. One gave an irrelevant answer and one refused
to answer. Two cited instances that illustrate the sinister effects of
journalistic methods. These are well worth quoting, the first because
it illustrates the interference of the press with legal administration
and the creation of emotionalism in the public, and moreover is in regard to a defendant who was acquitted only to be found guilty of
another murder and executed shortly after.
"In April, 1926, I presided at the trial of the notorious
for
murder, first degree. From the way the case was handled by the local
papers in giving 'front page' accounts of his wife, the so called '
and numerous pictures of and purported interviews with (the defendant)
some people seemed to get the notion that was more of a hero than a
murderer and general all-round bandit.
"Pictures (photos) of trials should not be permitted. They are apt
to be prejudicial to one side or the other.
"A trial of a person where his life is at stake is a very serious matter
and nothing should be permitted that tends to make it a 'Roman holiday'
so far as the public is concerned.'"
The other reply, which gives an example of the evil influence of
the press, is worth quoting as an illustration of the superficiality characteristic of some of the replies of even eminent jurists.
It is difficult to trace a crime to its source, but I know of one
instance which it would seem was traceable to a combination of movies and
newspapers. A college student was earning his way as a reporter, was a
great reader of the papers. and while his means were very small, he was
a frequent patron of the picture show. He stole a revolver and held up the
owner of a moving picture theater and stole the evening's proceeds; he
was apprehended and brought into court. He was not of a criminal type
and his act was the cause of great surprise."*
The opinions of other justices pro and con are as follows:
"I cannot cite any specific cases that have come under my observation
which would be helpful in the determination of this question. I have sometimes felt that undue publicity has been given by the so called feature
writers in connection with publicity concerning criminal trials by some
newspapers especially in commenting upon and expressing various opinions
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of the writers, not always substantiated by the actual facts. I think the
activities of most newspapers, through their reporters, in handling the
publicity which is given to trials of persons accused of crime, could be
somewhat tempered, when the occasion demanded, through the expression
by the justice conducting the trial to the news writers of his opinion with
regard to the manner in which publicity is handled, pointing out in what
way, if any, in his judgment, modifications might be made, and the reasons for the expression of his opinion to the news agencies. The numbers
of sensational trials throughout the country are few as compared with the
great mass of business which is handled, and it is perhaps unfortunate that
the great mass of the people who are not particularly versed in the
activities and work of the courts should form what judgments they may
have through the glaring publicity of these comparatively few trials,
whereas, the knowledge of the great mass of litigation disposed of is not
called to their attention."
"I do not think the newspapers cause the commission of any crimes by
reason of their methods. In my judgment the only effect of the publication
of crime news in the papers is to render it more difficult to prosecute and
convict guilty persons.
"The extensive publication of facts and details and claims of the
parties make it difficult if not impossible to secure good jurors who have
no opinion as to the guilt or innocence of the accused. It enables counsel
to find grounds for successfully challenging good jurors and enables them
to secure undesirable jurors who are not capable of weighing testimony
and who are too weak to pronounce a verdict of guilty in important cases
involving the death penalty or long terms of imprisonment. Such persons
are often moved by a feeling of sympathy for the defendant and the result
is disagreements or-verdicts of acquittal in cases about which there is no
reasonable doubt as to the guilt of the defendant. Such extensive publication also delays the trial and makes the administration of the criminal
law much more difficult and expensive."
"I think a great deal of harm is done by the headlines that refer to
'bold highwaymen' 'or clever crooks.' The 'bold highwayman' is usually
a dirty coward who attacks an unarmed victim who hasn't a chance for
his life."
"lust now I cannot cite specific cases but I have no doubt whatever
that the publicity which is given to crime, the printing of the picture, etc.,
of the criminals does appeal to those who would love publicity."
On the other hand, at least one justice states emphatically that
"the newspapers help to detect crimes. Their headlines may suggest
crime to some cracked brains but the suggestion would come from

some source anyway."
Another considers that the value of publicity is greater than the
harm done. He says:
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"Some criminals are doubtless vain and fond of publicity; others, the
youngsters, are attracted by the glamor of adventure as published and
encouraged by its apparent success. However, these disadvantages are in
my opinion on the whole overweighed by the necessity of full public
information on the whole subject.
"I would suppose

.

.

.

that sometimes publicity is premature and

permits escape of the criminal. Here again it may be that nothing can
be done to prevent this result without losing the value of publicity."
REPLIES OF TriE

COUNTY JUDGES

Of the 27 County Judges who replied to the question 12 responded
Yes; 7 responded No; 5 gave evasive o- irrelevant replies, and 3 stated
that they were unable to answer, having no information on which to
base an opinion.
Here the consensus of opinion is the reverse of that of the Supreme Court Justices but of the 12 who answered in the affirmative
only one gave an instance from his own experience.
"I think the newspapers, as far as the probation system is concerned,
sometimes work considerable harm. For instance, we have young men
who have stolen automobiles who, being of the age of sixteen years and
their first offense, were placed on probation, and other young boys have
learned of this fact through the newspapers and have proceeded to rely
upon it and commit the same crime, with the thought in their mind that
nothing could happen to them, it being their first offense, as they have
observed with other boys who committed the same act and received a
probation sentence. And in that way I believe the newspapers are responsible to some extent for crimes of that nature."
Another reply, which was not so definite as to be considered one
that gave examples from the correspondent's experience, is well worth
quoting because of his standing in public life and long experience on
the bench. It is from a Judge of the Court of General Sessions and
is as follows:
"In my opinion the newspaper methods have been a factor in the
present crime situation. The hold-up business has been, and is, one of the
best advertised businesses in the country. Every morning young men see
headlines in the papers showing how jewelry, silks, payrolls, etc., worth
many thousands of dollars have been secured apparently safely and in a
few minutes. The subsequent convictions where they are obtained and
sentences were imposed do not receive anything like the same publicity,
except in a few exceptional cases. I have frequently imposed heavy sentences in cases where the original robbery has been featured in the papers
and the sentences either did not appear at all in the papers or only in the
most inconspicuous way. Several defendants, at the time of sentence, in
answer to my inquiry, have stated that they committed the crime because
of reading articles in the papers of other large hauls made successfully."

CRIME AND THE PRESS

49

Another interesting opinion is as follows:
"Newspapers in the past have played an important part in the detection 6f crime and I believe to a considerable extent in the prevention of
crime. No doubt officers are spurred on by the favorable mention they
receive in newspapers. I am therefore hesitant about condemning the

present method used by the newspapers in presenting crime news.

I can

see no public benefit, however, that will come from the publishing of the
exact details by which a crime is committed. I am of the opinion that by
so doing newspapers are preparing the blue print, as it were, for the
guidance of persons with criminal tendencies but who have not the capacity
to successfully plan a crime." s

Conflicting opinions of two Judges who preside in Children's
Courts are as follows:
"Cases are difficult to ascertain, but boys in Children's Court frequently refer to notorious criminals and their methods in eulogistic terms,
indicating they have secured their facts and details from newspaper publicity, which is highly suggestive and instills in the mind criminal practices
and ways of evading or circumventing the law."
"Most of my work is
as children are concerned
have little effect, as I do
pay very much attention
accounts of murders and

in connection with the Children's Court. So far
I think the methods employed by the newspapers
not believe that children up to 16 years of age
to the newspapers, at least so far as reading
other crimes."

This correspondent does, however, criticise the newspapers for
their possible evil influence on adults.
.More mild criticisms are as follows:
"I can cite no specific cases and I have no opinion as to how much
of a factor present newspaper methods are in the crime situation, but I
think the newspapers go too far in playing up the trials of criminal cases,
and in making heroes of thugs and murderers. Probably the newspapers
themselves will eventually eliminate much of this, the same as they have
patent medicine ads."
"I cannot say that the present methods used by newspapers are in any
way a factor in the present crime situation but I believe that if the press
would give as much publicity to the punishment imposed upon convicted
offenders as is sometimes given to the publication of the circumstances of
the crime committed, it might be helpful as a deterrent."
Only four of the county judges gave the answer No without
qualifications derogatory to the newspapers.
2SItalics are the writer's.
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REPLIES OF DISTRICT ATTORNEYS

Of the 22 District Attorneys who responded 8 answered Yes; 11
answered No; 2 were evasive and one stated that he did not know;
2 stated specific cases, one to illustrate the detrimental effects of newspaper methods and the other to illustrate the preventive effects of
publicity; 8 answered with an unqualified negative.
One of the adverse opinions is as follows:
"I believe most emphatically that the methods used by a large majority
of the newspapers and the articles printed have a very detrimental effect
upon the community and tend to increase the number of crimes committed.
Sensational and exaggerated, and in many instances absolutely false reports published, give the public an entirely wrong viewpoint and tends, I
believe, to give the general impression that the shrewd crook is seldom
punished.
"In the past four years several cases arising in this country have been
grossly exaggerated and many persons degraded and held up to public
ridicule which was unjustified. Convictions were obtained against all of
the defendants in the cases I have in mind but many parties interested as
witnesses or otherwise were unjustly humiliated."

Other opinions not wholly derogatory to the newspapers are as
follows:
"Locally I am fortunate in the attitude and cooperation of our newspapers. Undoubtedly, over-emphasis on crime such as the wealth of detail
recently afforded the public in the H.- M.- case is not wholesome.
Furthermore, the convictions are often made difficult by advance information which in some way newspapers secure and which the defendant is thus
given notice of and furnished thereby the opportunity to prepare offsetting
evidence. Frankly I can see no way this difficulty can be avoided unless
the newspapers are to lose their initiative and real value. I have been
assisted far more often by the suggestion made by the newspaper men
than I have been hindered or handicapped."
"Personally I am of the opinion that many guilty persons would escape
the penalty of the law but for the efforts made by certain newspapers to
detect and run down criminals."
"I am of the opinion that the 'Yellow Press' has something to do with
the present crime wave, although I can cite no specific cases that have
come under my observation."
"In my mind, newspaper notoriety is responsible for much of the
crime. Notoriety inspires any act, good, bad, or indifferent. Some commit crime for the sole purpose of obtaining notoriety. When the criminal
is ignored and ostracised from all society and is treated the same as
though he were dead, then crime will be negligible."
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REPLIES OF THE CHIEFS OF POLICE

Of the 13 Chiefs of Police, 6 replied in the affirmative and 6 replied No. One who had had extensive experience in New Yirk City
before becoming Chief of Police of an upstate city exonerated what
he calls papers "of the better class" and is not decisive about the others,
stating that when offenders were questioned about being influenced
by sensational newspaper stories the answers were about even, some
alleging that they had been so influenced and others denying it.
Two chiefs stated that the activities of the press were a hindrance
to the police. The Chief of Police in an upstate city of about 20,000
population says in part as follows:
"The printing of details in the commitment of crime, especially where
no apprehension was made; the accurate description of the dress worn
by the criminal at the time, and the publishing of the name, if known, of
the criminal all tend to make apprehension an impossibility.
"It is almost impossible to keep police activity in such cases out of
the hands of reporters. Small city papers especially will not respect the
confidence of the police. They. have access to the police blotter and the
police court and while collecting legitimate data, seek the stuff better left
u n p u blis
hed * * *
"Conditions regarding prohibition enforcement as published in our
local and other papers are beyond words
"I can say honestly that in my humble opinion the handling of the
news on criminalitj is positively criminal in itself."
Two answered Yes without qualification and six answered No
without qualification. Only one states that in his opinion the papers
are actually instrumental in causing crime.
RiEPLIES OF INSPECTORS AND CAPTAINS OF THE NEW YORK
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Of the 17 who replied 9 answered Yes and 4 answered No; 3 refused to answer, stating that the query should be addressed to the
Police Commissioner, and one gave an irrelevant answer. None cited
cases. One replied with an unqualified No.
The chief criticisms made were that the crimes themselves were
featured and the infliction of penalties were ignored or given scant
space by the papers; the occurrence of a similar crime after ohe had
been featured by the press; the glorifying of the criminal in large

headlines and little attention given to the successful efforts of the
police; the publication of the methods used by the criminals, and the
publication of the activities of the police before the criminal is apprehended, thereby frustrating the police in their hunt for him.
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None of the opinions is worth quoting but it is interesting to
note that at least three advocate the passing of press censorship laws.
Of the six captains of the State Troopers, four replied No and
two were evasive.
Section V
THE EFFECT

OF CRIME

NEWS

IN THE LIGHT OF THE SCIENCE OF

HUMAN BEHAVIOR

An analysis of the replies .quoted in the previous chapter shows
that in the opinion of those officials the newspapers are guilty of
inciting to crime; of aiding criminals in the commission of crime by
furnishing them more or less exact information as to how to commit
crimes; of showing criminals how profitable crime is; of aiding them
in their escape from apprehension; of thwarting justice by "newspaper
trials" and otherwise making a travesty of the administration of the
law, of the actual court proceedings themselves; of preventing the
securing of impartial juries; of making of the offender a popular
hero, one to be emulated; and by omission at least of thwarting whatever deterrent effect there may be in present penal methods.
For confirmation of these charges one may turn to the newspapers themselves and this will be undertaken in detail in the next
chapter. For the present consider the ffirst accusation, that the
newspapers are guilty of inciting to crime. Miss Fenton' 19 in her
essay already referred to, has given examples of newspaper stories
which were known to have incited to crime. That the papers themselves would make such an accusation is not to be expected. Yet one
does find the papers asserting that crime is incited by the method of
suggestion and accusing the moving pictures of being a cause of crime
in that they suggest the commission of crime and show methods by
which it may be done successfully.
In the New York World of February 18, 1927, there is about
one and a half columns given to a discussion of the case of 12 year
old Michael Ponkroskow who was under arrest for having shot and
and killed a shopkeeper while trying to commit robbery. In connection with a discussion of the boy the Superintendent of the Children's Society's Shelter is quoted by the World as saying among
other things "that the boy has never done any reading except of the
most exciting type, murder and crime stories and the full set of the
Nick Carter series." The writer was requested by the presiding
Justice of the Children's Court to examine this boy and report to the
lop. cit.
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court his findings. It was found that this boy was of average intelligence for his age and was not backward in school. Coming as he did
from a home where a foreign language was spoken he had gotten his
ideas and ideals from reading and the daily reading matter which engaged his attention was two of the New York papers. On examination
after being allowed to make a statement, it was found that he was familiar with the details of Red Moran's and Gerald Chapman's exploits as
detailed in the papers for some months previously. The writer does
not presume that there were not perhaps other influences that determined this boy's conduct but of the part that the papers played
in inciting this boy to murder there is little doubt. That at least one
New York paper subscribes to this opinion in this case is indicated
20
by the fact that it published the writer's findings as just stated.
But do offenders read newspapers, it might be asked. Or are they
mostly drawn from a level of society where interest in current events
does not exist? To find out about the reading habits of criminals
the writer interviewed 25 inmates of a New York State Prison concerning their newspaper reading habits and secured from the Warden of the institution a statement showing the number and kinds of
papers received at the Prison. On the whole these prison inmates
spent much more time in reading the daily papers than do university students. For purposes of comparison an equal number of
university students were asked the same question as were the inmates
of the State Prison.2- Not so striking is the fact also found that the
prison inmates read the more sensational type of papers. It should
be noted here that the questions asked the prisoners related to their
reading habits before entering the institution, and that all interviewed
had entered not more than three weeks before being questioned.
The writer is indebted to the Warden of the Prison for the following information as to the newspapers read by the inmates during
the year 1926. One of the officials of the prison in a report to the
warden writes as follows: "There are three stages in prisoner's reading
of the newspapers, which classification owing to the lack of time I
am unable to support by statistics; I am simply drawing it out of my
observation: First stage: entering the prison-the Newspaper-because
of its news of the world left behind, following closely crimes committed, court procedure, appeals, decisions, hopes and disappointments:
2See the N. Y. Telegram (Feb. 25, 1927).
2
1Of the prison inmates, 19 of the 25 stated that they spent one hour or more
each day reading the newspaper, 2 spent at least 45 minutes, and the others 15
minutes to a half hour. Only two of the students spent as much as one hour,
only two as much as 45 minutes and all the others spent only 15 to 30 minutes.
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Second stage: tiring out of news-the newspaper because of its stories,
sporting pages (this stage is apparent in reading the library books),
etc.-the period of resignation. Third stage: nearing the exit from
prison-the period of nervous expectation. At all times the newspaper arouses vital interest if its columns relate to some new laws
(Baumes), prison and changes that might occur."
The following table gives the number of copies of the twelve
papers under discussion received daily at the prison either by mail or
from the dealer.
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
T he
The
The
The

40
33
30
20
11
9
7
7
2
3
3
1

New York Journal ....................................................
Evening Graphic .......................................................
New York News .....................................................
New York Times ....................................................
AM
orning W orld .......................................................
Herald-Trihune ......................................................
Evening W orld ........................................................
New York American .................................................
M irror ...............................................................
New York Telegram .................................................
New York Sun .......................................................
New York Evening Post ..............................................
The Sunday editions of these papers received were as follows:

The
The
The
The
The

New York American .................................................
New York News .....................................................
New York Times .............................
New York World ....................................................
Herald-Tribune .......................................................

39
27
............. 22
13
4

Now let us consider in the light of what is known about human
conduct what must be the effect on people of having daily placed
before them such a great amount of crime news and in the striking
manner already described. And are there any scientific facts which
support the accusations of the correspondents already quoted that the
newspapers incite people to commit crime? The mechanism as every
layman and every journalist knows is that of suggestion. Of all the
methods of controlling human behavior there is none more powerful
nor more widely used than that of suggestion. The mother uses it
in controlling her infant child, the teacher in controlling her charges,
the hostess in regulating the conduct of her guests, the magician in
mystifying his audence, the legislator when passing a law that he
knows cannot be enforced, hoping nevertheless that such a law will
influence people's conduct, the advertiser uses it, and the newspaper
editor uses it in his political editorials; and none knows more the
value of suggestion than the newspaper owner or editor, for he charges
no small price for a great part of every edition to the advertiser who
wishes to use such space to suggest to people that they buy his wares.
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Not only is it used in business advertising to get people to buy certain
commodities, but it is used by the purveyor of entertainments as a
means of getting people to journey to his theater and pay a price for
the entertainment. The religious organizations use it to get adherents
and the colleges to get students. Politicians use it to get voters and
and governments use it to incite their citizens to kill the citizens of
other governments. And all these buy the space of newspapers to
convey their suggestions to those whose actions they wish to direct.
Recall in this connection the use of propaganda used by the various
belligerents in the recent war and their use of the newspapers in that
connection. Note also the censorship of the press at that time and
the censorships set up by various dictators who have arisen since the
war, notably those of Russia and Italy. The power of suggestion by
means of the printed word in newspapers for good or evil is obvious.
More enlightening than a logical definition of suggestion would
be a description of the process and its results. We come into the
world with certain needs or drives or desires either fully developed or
potential. Among, and probably the strongest of these are sex and
hunger. In satisfaction of these needs we develop many habits and
attitudes. This development of habits and attitudes proceeds under
the guidance and control of those about us and there comes to be no
more potent force in this guidance and control than spoken language
which as soon as the child learns to read is supplemented by written
language. Then his attitudes are under the control not only of those
about him but of the whole world, past and present, to which he has
access by means of books and papers. And not only are one's attitudes
and behavior guided by means of language but habits of thought and
action are built up by the suggestions provided by language. And
furthermore when one of these attitudes is fully formed a suggestion
will release it, will cause action and further suggestion will facilitate the
action already started. An excellent example of these processes is the
response of the customer to a skillful salesman. Let us suppose that
the article which he is selling is a checkwriter, a device to indelibly
write the amount on the check and so prevent the check being "raised."
To begin with, the salesman has in his customer certain powerful iendencies or attitudes already built up, among them acquisitiveness and
fear and on these he builds by means of suggestions conveyed by the
spoken word. When the customer is aroused to the point where action
may ensue and it is a commonplace that impression results in expression, that stimulation is followed by response, the salesman, if he
knows his business, presents the order blank to be signed. That is,
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he applies the suggestion that releases the attitude or tendency. At
the same time he facilitates the action by continuing his sales talk.
Now there are certain conditions that are necessary in order that
one may respond to suggestion and some of these conditions are to be
found in the person himself and some in the external circumstances.
Let us examine these not merely in the abstract but in terms of current journalistic practices and with reference to the readers of the
daily newspapers. Of the conditions that are external, outside the person whose conduct is influenced by suggestion, the first is volume of
suggestion. Volume of suggestion may be secured by duration or
repetition. The advertising expert secures volume by continually
placing before his potential customers his suggestions that his product
is superior or that everyone is using it or that it is conducive to
health, etc. He repeats the suggestion time and again, he builds up an
attitude in the buyer and this attitude leads to action. Not all advertising is of the suggestive type but more than half of it is and it has
become so in recent years for the reason that it gets results.2 2 Now
the means of conveying his suggestions are the papers and magazines
and he spends huge sums for this space. He who doubts that crime
news is given the space, has volume which makes suggestion efficient,
is referred again to the tables in Chapter 2. There we have volume
secured by daily repetition just as the advertiser secures volume in
advertising his product when he, day after day, repeats -his suggestions to the public.
A stronger force yet in securing action by suggestion is the factor
that we call prestige.. How readily does one accept the most superficial opinion of the expert in the more abstruse sciences.. And quite
as readily do people accept the opinion of him who sets himself up as
a leader in moral and political affairs. But frequently prestige is not
as legitimate as this. Often success in whatever one undertakes gives
one prestige and few have more prestige today than those who are
successful in getting money. Another source of prestige is the unusual
in behavior, the doing of something different or something daring.
When the previously unknown airmail carrier flew alone across the
ocean he became an expert in all branches of aviation, one to be consulted by government experts and the officers of a foundation for the
promotion of aviation. He had the technical knowledge before he
flew across the Atlantic and he had the prestige afterward. When
the commissioner of police after two months in office, following ten
22Starch, op. cit.
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years as a wardheeler, tells the cause of crime people harken to his
words of wisdom.
But does the criminal have prestige? Of course he does, if he is
successful and even often when he is not successful. And he owes
no small part of it to the newspaper. To have one's picture in the
newspaper, to have one's name in the headline, to be called a daring
bandit, to be described as fearless, to be referred to even anonymously
as one who perpetrated a daring holdup and got away with a huge
sum of money gives one prestige. Even when the police and papers
do not know the name of the criminal he is not necessarily anonymous
for his associates in great number may know who did the "job." But
what of the criminal who gets caught? Does he have prestige? Yes,
and he has prestige with the public in general for he is described and
pictured in every act especially if he shows fearlessness or braggadocio,
or skill in defending himself. And even if he be sentenced to pay the
most severe penalty the papers will regale readers with a vivid dscription of the courage with which he faced death and quote his most
inconsequential words. Specific illustrations of such newspaper practices will be given in the next chapter.
Suggestion to be successful should be indirect, not direct. In the
case of all adults and most children one can secure obedience by indirection rather than by direct commands. This is obvious to every
intelligent parent and to all who are at all skillful in controlling people.
Of course no newspaper ever directly suggested to anyone that he
commit crime but they do constantly suggest by indirection that daring
people do so and that it is an easy and quick way to secure one's
share of this world's goods. And the newspapers' way of repetition
and indirection is the skillful and successful one. Also suggestion
should be positive and not negative. To get action one should not
say, "Don't do that," but rather, "Do this." Now the practice of the
papers is to do neither. When they do sometimes give a negative
suggestion, which is better than none at all, as for example, in telling
of the penalty, they cancel its effect oftentimes by lauding the conduct
of the criminal.
Now there are certain conditions within the individual which
make him more or less amenable to suggestion. He may have certain
attitudes or habits of reacting to certain situations, due to his training
which will prevent him, or one might say, inhibit him from responding
to suggestions. By such habits or inhibitions is meant what people
call somewhat more vaguely their moral standards, their "sense of
right and wrong." Now, such attitudes can be isolated by volume of.
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suggestion, by repetition of the suggestion. If one has constantly presented to him verbal descriptions and pictures of crime, if his attention
is called repeatedly to such matter his other attitudes and tendencies
must be kept in abeyance. On the other hand he may never have
formed such inhibiting attitudes and so is much more liable to act in
response to those suggestions which are so plentifully supplied by the
newspapers' portrayal of crime and criminals.
Who are those people who have formed few or almost no attitudes that conflict with the multitudes of suggestions that are so
skillfully presented to them daily? It is those who are of the lower
grades of intelligence and with the least amount of education and experience. And this group includes the feebleminded and children and
many women who because of lack of contact with the world of affairs,
remain naive throughout their lives. In regard to the feebleminded and
the poorly educated it might be objected that they do not get suggestions from the newspapers. The enterprising journalist has seen
to that, he provides them with the information by means of his lavish
use of pictures. -In such people the purveyor of suggestions to crime has
a fertile field in which to work. Not only are there no conflicting
attitudes but there are for him to build upon certain fundamental and
powerful drives to be stimulated or even only to be released. Such,
for example, are sex, the desire for food, for adornment, for ease
and the luxuries of this world. But what of the person who has by
moral training had built up in him attitudes that negative any suggestion toward antisocial action? It is commonplace knowledge that people are led into vice and crime despite their previous training. The
writer has it on the authority of many a heroin addict that it was by
just the process of suggestion being described here that he became a
taker of the drug. What is the process by which a child is corrupted
by evil companions other than that described here? What is the
process by which people are corrupted by pornographic literature than
by this process? In everday language such literature is called "suggestive."
There are other subjective conditions that make people particularly
liable to suggestion. For present purposes the mention of one is
sufficient, namely emotional stress. And consider the effect of the
constant repetition of stories of suicides as told in the papers on those
who are under such stress.
Writers on hypnotism which is but an extreme form of suggestion, agree that one cannot be induced to commit an act by suggestion
that is contrary to his moral standards. The hypnotist is releasing
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tendencies which his subject already has or he develops only the most
superficial tendencies. The reader who doubts that men can be led to
kill by suggestion, and many of those men of the highest moral type,
is reminded of the potency of wartime propaganda carried on in no
small part through the agency of the press.
It is sometimes asserted that the publication of crime news deters
from crime by its very publicity. (See, for example, the New York
Graphic of Feb. 9, 192723).

The burden of proof of such an asser-

tion rests of course on those who make such statements. Such proof
has never been forthcoming. It is open to question whether the punishments prescribed by law deter from crime. Certainly, the history
of society's treatment of criminals shows that severity of punishment
is futile as a deterrent. It might be that the publication of crime
news would in some measure act as a deterrent were the convictj6n and
24
punishment instead of the glorification of the offender emphasized.
(To be concluded in the next number)
23An editorial defending the publication of crime news.
24

For a discussion of suggestion see "Introduction to Social Psychology," by
Bernard, Henry Holt & Co., New York.

